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Sunday, March 5 at 10:30am  
“So Great a Cloud of Witnesses”  
Rev. Frank Rivas  
Religion is our human response to life in the face of 
death.   
 
Sunday, March 12 at 10:30am  
“Making Room” 
Rev. Meghann Robern  
In periods of high anxiety and stress, it's an automatic 
reaction for us to focus on ourselves and our                        
immediate dependents. How can we embrace truly 
loving ourselves as a path into building the beloved 
community, even when times are hard? 
 
Sunday, March 19 at 10:30am 
“Where Our Gifts Meet the World’s Needs”  
Rev. Frank Rivas  
Envisioning our future requires both recognizing our 
strengths and assessing the needs around us.  
 
 
Sunday, March 26 at 10:30am  
“The Fool’s Journey” 
CUUPS 
Using the Tao and Tarot as mystical symbolism for the 
journey through life, we will explore different tools 
and interpretations of sources that have evolved over 
time to help guide us in our search for meaning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sunday Services — All are welcome  

The Language of Faith 
 
Join Cassi Moucka for a series of conversations based 
on the book Fluent in Faith: A  Unitarian Universalist 
Embrace of Religious Language by Jeanne Harrison 
Nieuwejaar.  Each week we will focus on a different set 
of words and what they mean to us. Each forum is held 
at 9:30am in the Common Room.  
 
March 5 -  God, faith, hope, love 
 
March 12 - Covenant, doctrine, sacrament, prayer 
 
March 19 - Sanctuary, sin, atonement, blessing 
 
March 26 - Grace, mercy, salvation, comfort, and 
joy 
  
 
 

Sunday Forums This Month  

Forums and UU 
 
Interested in offering a forum on a        
Sunday morning? Please send your 
name, topic with a detailed description, 
required resources, and a requested date 
range to Forum Coordinator                        
Denise Allain. Email her at                            
forum@firstuuomaha.org. 

mailto:forum@firstuuomaha.org
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Rev. Elations  
Monthly Column from our Minister, Rev. Frank Rivas  
 

 
At a time when we dread to read about the latest outrage in the daily newspaper, we gather in church                     

community. We gather to affirm our shared beliefs. We gather to affirm that life—even life right now—is 

blessing, and blessing is life. We gather among familiar faces and new faces as well. 

Some of those new faces are children, and the Sunday school program handles new kids well. Instead of 

jumping right into the lesson, the teachers take a moment to let the kids get to know one another.  

Welcoming adults into our community takes a little more finesse. I imagine myself visiting a church for the 

first time. If someone asked me to introduce myself right off, I would be tempted to run out the door. 

So we may have to do little things. Like making room in the pews as the sanctuary begins to fill. Like               

welcoming people when they sit next to us. Like reminding newcomers about coffee after the service and 

showing them how to get to the Common Room. Like introducing visitors to people with whom they may 

have something in common. 

A card-carrying introvert, I know how awkward such actions can be. But these are difficult times, and little 

acts of kindness can make a huge difference. 

  

Blessings and love, 

Frank 

Reminder: Spring Forward  
 
 

Don’t forget to “spring forward” one 
hour before you head to bed                            

Saturday, March 11.  
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CommUUnity Night 
Friday, March 3 at 5:30pm in the            
Common Room. All are invited to this 
potluck event. Come for games, social 
time and bring something to share.   
  
Pathways to Membership Class 
All Sundays in March at 11:45am. See 
page 7 for details.  
 
Stewardship Campaign Kick-Off  
Sunday, March 5 during coffee hour. 
Join us for cake. Go to page 9 for more 
information about the Stewardship 
Campaign.   
 
Young Adult Discussion Group 
Sunday, March 5 at noon in the Mer-
ritt Lounge. Calling all people aged 18
-35. We’ll cover any topic that we 
think is relevant to who we are and our 
lives. Questions? Contact Anne 
at torimuse@gmail.com. 
 
Awakening the Dreamer                                
Symposium 
Sunday, March 5 at 2pm in the             
Common Room. This symposium is a             
profound inquiry into a bold vision to 
bring forth an environmentally sustain-
able, spiritually fulfilling, socially just 
human presence on this planet. 
You will gain fresh insights about our 
world, find hope and inspiration and 
become clearer on your role in creating 
a new future. RSVP to                                
OmahaATDSymposium.com. 
For questions contact 
stevetorneten@gmail.com. 
 
People’s Film Festival 
Monday, March 6 at 7pm in the       
Common Room. The movie we’ll 
watch is Freeheld. Oscar-winner 
Julianne Moore, Ellen Page, Steve 
Carell, & Michael Shannon give             
acclaimed performances in this stirring 
film based on a true story. After detec-
tive Laurel Hester (Moore) is diag-
nosed with cancer, she learns that gov-
ernment officials won't award her pen-
sion benefits to her domestic partner, 
Stacie (Page). Refusing to accept the 
officials' decision, Laurel & Stacie 
lead a battle for equal rights in this 
unforgettable movie that speaks to the 
power of love & the pursuit of justice. 
Details: https://www.facebook.com/
events/667068453454469/ 
  

Examined Life Group 
Tuesdays, March 7 and 21 at 7pm in 
the Merritt Lounge. This is a group              
determined to become democratic with 
each participant presenting a topic  
related to how we assess ourselves 
personally and as members of                 
society. The ultimate aim is to foster 
mutual understanding among ourselves 
and the others attending. We meet the 
first and third Tuesdays. Interested? 
Contact Jack at                                  
jackheidel@yahoo.com.  
 
AHA (Agnostics, Humanists,                   
Atheists) Discussion Group  
Thursday, March 9 at 7pm in the                
Common Room. For those interested 
in “bring your own dinner,” doors 
open at 6pm. We will discuss  
Trump v. Humanism: Immigration and 
Refugees in Omaha. Working to bene-
fit society maximizes individual happi-
ness. Progressive cultures have worked 
to free humanity from the brutalities of 
mere survival and to reduce suffering, 
improve society, and develop global 
community. We seek to minimize the 
inequities of circumstance and ability, 
and we support a just distribution of 
nature’s resources and the fruits of 
human effort so that as many as                  
possible can enjoy a good life. 
(Humanist Manifesto III,  
www.AmericanHumanist.org) 
Carol Cronin, Louise Jeffrey, and    
Ellen Shurson will share their experi-
ences and observations about welcom-
ing refugees to Omaha. How have 
Unitarians rallied around the most   
vulnerable among us?   
 
Women’s Alliance 
Monday, March 13 at 6:30pm in the 
Common Room. Women, and those 
who identify as women, are invited to 
attend this gathering which will be 
presented by the Refugee Empower-
ment Center. The mission of the              
Refugee Empowerment Center is to 
resettle and empower refugees to             
become self-sufficient through direct 
services and educational programs. 
Our dinner selection will be corned 
beef and cabbage and vegan shepherds 
pie, bread and salad. When you RSVP 
please indicate if you would like the 
meat or veggie option. We ask $15 
which goes to the cost of the dinner, 
the Merritt Education Fund, the            

Partner Church scholarship, and         
various activities at First Unitarian. If 
this will be your first time attending, 
please be our guest! You can RSVP by 
email: Kathryn.lewis.kl@gmail.com or 
phone: 402-214-2718. Please leave a 
message. Reservations are needed by 
March 9.  
  
The Women’s Religious Study           
Covenant Group 
Thursday, March 16 at 1pm in the            
Merritt Lounge. Marcia Leise will be 
our facilitator for the Introduction and 
Chapter 1 of Twelve Steps to a Com-
passionate Life (our new resource 
book) by Karen Armstrong. All self-
identified women are welcome. If you 
are interested, please contact Harriet 
Major at hmajor323@cox.net or 402-
391-0248. 
 
CUUPS Ostara Celebration 
Saturday, March 18 at 6pm in the 
Sanctuary and Common Room. Open 
to all, CUUPS welcomes you to      
Celebrate the Coming of Spring with 
our Ostara Ritual. Childcare will be 
provided and it will be followed by a 
potluck dinner held jointly with the 
Young Adult group in the Common 
Room. Fun Facts: Eggs, rabbits, and 
sweets originate with Ostara and only 
later came to be associated with           
Easter.  
 
Young Adult Game Night 
Saturday, March 18 —will join with 
CUUPS. See above. 
 
CUUPS Book Study Group:  
12 Wild Swans 
Sunday, March 19 at 11:30am in the 
Merritt Lounge. CUUPS will lead a 
book study on The 12 Wild Swans: A 
Journey to the Realm of Magic,           
Healing and Action. In this book,          
renowned leaders in the Wicca move-
ment use a fairy tale to teach about the 
"reclaiming" model of witchcraft that 
blends magic and personal growth.  
 
Arts and Crafts Night 
Sunday, March 19 at 7pm in the                
Common Room. Bring your current 
project and supplies and join us for 
some artistic fellowship! Contact Kate 
Godfrey at coachkate@cox.net or              
402-880-1327 for details. 
 

Church Events  

mailto:torimuse@gmail.com
OmahaATDSymposium.com
mailto:stevetorneten@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/667068453454469/
https://www.facebook.com/events/667068453454469/
mailto:jackheidel@yahoo.com
http://www.AmericanHumanist.org
mailto:Kathryn.lewis.kl@gmail.com
mailto:hmajor323@cox.net
mailto:coachkate@cox.net
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People’s Film Festival 
Monday, March 20 at 7pm  in the      
Common Room. The movie we’ll watch 
is The Occupation of the American 
Mind. Israel's ongoing military occu-
pation of Palestinian territory and its 
repeated invasions of the Gaza strip 
have triggered a fierce backlash against 
Israeli policies virtually everywhere in 
the world—except the United States. 
Narrated by Roger Waters and featur-
ing leading observers of the Israeli–
Palestinian conflict, the film explores 
how the Israeli government, the U.S. 
government, and the pro-Israel lobby 
have joined forces, often with very dif-
ferent motives, to shape American me-
dia coverage of the conflict in Israel's 
favor. Details: https://
www.facebook.com/
events/1113197518786533/ 
 
Black Lives Matter Team Meeting 
Friday, March 24 at 6pm in the     
Common Room. Questions? Contact 
Rene at sweetnlow@cox.net.  
 
Board Talk Back 
Sunday, March 26 at 11:30am in the 
Common Room. The church board 
wants to hear from you and will have a 
table set up in the Common Room to 
discuss issues that are important to you 
and the congregation. Board Talk 
Backs are held the fourth Sunday of 
each month.  
 
Book Club 
Monday, March 27 at 7pm in the               
Merritt Lounge. The book will be                       
announced in the enews. For more                      
information, contact Dave:   
richardson.david@westside66.net. 
 
Omaha Polyamory Discussion 
Group 
Monday, March 27 at 7pm in the              
Common Room. We  meet every fourth 
Monday from 7pm-9pm.We invite any 
who embrace and support ethical non-
monogamy-based loving relationships. 
We strive to offer a safe place to meet 
and discuss topics, issues, and hard-
ships we face as polyamorous                    
individuals and families. If you have 
any questions, please contact Susan at 
iamdosh@msn.com. 
 
Taoism Discussion Group 
Tuesday, March 28 at 6:30pm in the 

Common Room. Join us to discuss     
anything and everything related to    
Taoism! As Taoism is best understood 
through practice rather than theory, the 
goal of this group is to provide a            
participatory space to explore how        
Taoism is applied in daily life, with an 
emphasis on experience. With our   
direct experiences as a reference point, 
we can then delve into the main texts 
of Taoism. This group will be led by 
Geoff Erikson. Contact him at:   
gerickson03@yahoo.com.  
 
POPs (Parents of Preschoolers) 
Friday, March 31 at 5:45pm. This is 
our first of POPs Potluck Nights of the 
new year. All parents of preschoolers 
(from littles through primary grades) 
are invited to attend POPs Nights to 
connect with other parents from both 
First and Second Unitarian. Childcare 
is provided on-site (please 
RSVP). Please bring a dish to 
share. Grown-ups will gather in the  
Common Room. Kids will eat and play 
in the nursery. Kindly RSVP (for 
adults and children) to Sarah Eades 
Hamilton. Email: 
seades.hamilton@gmail.com or call/
text: 402-306-6339).   
 
 
 
 
Recurring Events 
 
Women's Religious Studies Group 
This group meets every Thursday,            
except for the 3rd week of the month at 
1pm in the Merritt Lounge. New           
members welcome. Our book is The 
Battle for God by Karen Armstrong. 
For information, please contact  Rae at  
raeb1@hotmail.com.  
 
Lunch With the Minister  
Thursdays at 12pm in the Common 
Room. No RSVP needed. Just bring 
your lunch.  
 
Dungeons and Dragons Group  
Meeting  
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month in the Common Room at 
12:30pm. All D&D role players are 
invited. Questions? Contact Roman at 
RobertmNoriega@gmail.com,                       
402-769-4260.  
 

Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each 
month in the Conference Room at 
noon. If you've played before, come for 
some entertainment and time at the 
game table. Novices welcome too. 
Contact Scott Kemper at 
scott.kemper@gmail.com.   
 
 
Future Events 
  
All-Church Celebration: Fiesta 
Saturday, April 1 at 6pm in the               
Common Room. See page 6.  
 
All-Church Workshop on              
Appreciative Inquiry  
Saturday, April 29. See page 7 for 
more information.  
 
All-Church Retreat 
Scheduled the weekend of June 10-11. 
Book before March 13th and save 5%. 
For more information see page 17.  
 
 
 
Ways You Can Get Involved: 
Church Anniversaries Approaching 
and Heritage Task Force Forms  
We are looking forward to celebrating 
in 2018-19, the Centennial of our 
church building and the Sesquicenten-
nial (150 years) of the signing of the 
articles of incorporation of our church. 
Anyone interested in helping with 
planning  and organizing our 2018-19 
"Year of Celebrating our Heritage" — 
we need you!  We are looking for peo-
ple with a variety of skills and inter-
ests: event planners, publications and 
public relations types, techies, writers, 
editors, archivists, architects, artistic 
types and of course people who love 
this place and its history. Interested? 
Contact Dave Richardson at                       
drichardson821@gmail.com. 
 
Join the Choir 
It doesn’t matter whether you become a 
world-class singer or not; have fun 
with it, and do what you enjoy! The 
choir rehearses at 7pm on Wednesday 
evenings. Contact William at 
choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org.  

Church Events Continued... 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1113197518786533/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1113197518786533/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1113197518786533/
mailto:sweetnlow@cox.net
mailto:richardson.david@westside66.net
mailto:iamdosh@msn.com
mailto:gerickson03@yahoo.com
mailto:seades.hamilton@gmail.com
tel:(402)%20306-6339
mailto:raeb1@hotmail.com
mailto:RobertmNoriega@gmail.com
mailto:scott.kemper@gmail.com
mailto:drichardson821@gmail.com
mailto:choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org
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Join us for an 
All Church Stewardship Celebration 

in the Common Room 

Saturday, April 1st 
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Taco bar with beef, chicken, and vegetarian/vegan selections.  

Cash bar including beer and Margaritas.  

Pizza for the kids! 

Reservations are required by March 27th 

Contact admin@firstuuomaha.org or 402-345-3039 ext. 101 

Make childcare reservations at childcare@firstuuomaha.org  

Hosted by First Unitarian Church 
and the 2017-2018 Stewardship Team 

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:childcare@firstuuomaha.org
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COME DEFINE OUR PRESENT AND CREATE OUR FUTURE          

AT FIRST UNITARIAN!! 
Joslyn Museum, Witherspoon Stage 

Saturday, April 29th from 10am to 3:30pm 

Lunch, snacks and beverages will be provided at no charge but donations are welcome. 

Bring your optimism. 

Everyone in our church is welcome. 
 

This is a big step for us as we are predicting growth in both our numbers and our spirit in this church. 

 

We will have the services of a Unitarian and leadership expert who is working with us now on the application 

of a process called “Appreciative Inquiry.” He will help us create a mission statement to guide us with programs, 

our identity in Omaha, our use of church resources, a vision to define our best future for years to come, and a              

covenant to serve as a guideline for how we deal respectfully with each other. 

 

Our church leaders who will be guiding us are:  Jack Round, John Goldner, Kim Dunovan, Geoff Erickson,     

Jan Wilson, Kate Wiig, Jennifer Larsen, Caitlin Seguin, Frank Rivas and Jackie Anderegg.  

 

These are the people who will be working to prepare, to summarize, and to finalize the results from the input at 

our all church gathering. Every member will have the statements created at least 10 days prior to our annual      

meeting on May 14th, and we will have a yes or no vote at that meeting with our new mission statement, our vision 

statement and our covenant. 

 

Come and bring your church friends! Stay tuned… 

 

Jackie Anderegg, President 

 

Pathways to Membership Class 
 

Sundays, March 5, March 12, March 19 and March 26 at 11:45am 
in the Whitney Young Room (downstairs classroom) 
 
This class explores who we are and what we believe and provides opportunities for members to share 
with newcomers what it means to be a Unitarian Universalist. Whether you are new to the church, or 
have been coming for a while, this is a great opportunity to learn more about this community.             
Questions? Want to RSVP? Need childcare? Contact Carrie: coordinator@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
 Week 1  March 5 Introductory Class & Religious Education 

 
Week 2  March 12 History and UU Roots 
 
Week 3 March 19 Church Governance and Elements of Unitarian Universalism  
 
Week 4 March 26 Membership, Stewardship and Fundraising 
 

mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
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 Outside Opportunity: OTOC Fundraiser  
The OTOC Annual Fundraiser will be held on Saturday, April 1, 6pm to 9:30pm at the Kaneko Center in the Old  
Market. There will be great food and music (including our own Kyle Knapp) and a silent auction. The First Unitarian 
Church OTOC Team will be selling tickets for the celebration during the coffee hours on March 12, 19, and 26.   
Ticket are $20 each. Visit www.otoc.org for more information.  

 

Outside Opportunity: WISE Mental Health Conference 
Friday, March 31 at First Central Congregational Church  
At this conference, participants will:  
Experience stories by persons who have been affected by mental health issues 

Offer practical steps to engage in a mental health ministry in our congregations 

Introduce the WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged) Covenant for congregations for mental health 
 
You can register online for the conference by going here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wise-congregations-for-
mental-health-conference-registration-30947128695 
 
Cost is just $35 for the day-long event.  More information, visit: http://mhn-ucc.blogspot.com/p/wise-
congregations.html 
 
 

Outside Opportunity: Art Exhibit by Bob Bosco  
A series of 48 paintings, eight years in the making, will be on exhibit at Gallery 1516 (1516 Leavenworth) starting 
with the opening on March 31. Each piece of artwork focuses on a different yoga posture. Collectively they are part of 
a book on Classical Yoga entitled “Yoga, The Discipline.” This forthcoming book is authored by Margaret Hahn, the 
originator of the Omaha Yoga School in the Old Market of Omaha, Nebraska. Besides being an artist and a teacher, 
Bob Bosco is a Yoga Practitioner and a friend of First Unitarian. This sequence of paintings is a deep exploration of 
the Yogic way of life. Bosco’s loyalty to this project has merged the science and preciousness of Classical  Yoga with 
his personal sense of aesthetics. The invisible energies of the Yogi flourish and are made visible. All proceeds raised 
from this exhibit through the various publications and prints are committed to World Refugees through UNHCR.   
Margaret has been working for this cause using various venues for over ten years. Visit http://www.gallery1516.org/ 
for more information.  
 
 

Holland Lecture 
Speaker: Jacob Hacker 
Topic: American Amnesia: How the War on Government Led Us to Forget What Made America Prosper 
Wednesday, May 10 at the Holland Performing Arts Center. 
Description:  
This lecture in 2017 will cover material in Jacob Hacker's most recent book, American Amnesia: How the War on       
Government Led Us to Forget What Made America Prosper.  Like every other prospering democracy, the United 
States developed a mixed economy that channeled the spirit of capitalism into strong growth and healthy social devel-
opment. In this bargain, government and business were as much partners as rivals. Public investments in education, 
science, transportation, and technology laid the foundation for broadly based prosperity. Programs of economic secu-
rity and progressive taxation provided a floor of protection and business focused on the pursuit of profit—and govern-
ment addressed needs business could not. 
 
The mixed economy was the most important social innovation of the twentieth century. It spread a  previously                  
unimaginable level of broad prosperity. It enabled steep increases in education, health, longevity, and economic secu-
rity. And yet, extraordinarily, it is anathema to many current economic and political elites. And as the advocates of 
anti-government free market fundamentalism have gained power, they are hell-bent on scrapping the instrument of 
nearly a   century of unprecedented economic and social progress. In American Amnesia, Hacker and Pierson explain 
how—and why they must be stopped.   
 
More information about the lecture series can be found here: 
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/holland-lecture-series. 

http://www.otoc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017uSrE2AXszKWcXsQAoaBDrNP-CxgdS-sjzTT5Es9pvETrLMRZAQhzcHvjp1tZjW6h5KfIRf6MwTtGx3nR_TJXrbMgr1eaAFj1YV3QxBOZ2Kq_6a5btNvS_QtyCEEffP7AQpCkFzeMyCe6jTUJOskGMkJ5K_ThMduXUT3LynMsYA6GRpwJrtgOA==&c=W1ZP29Ra0UWNhdKT3Q3HO197otJ5dA8y39tm32j16
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wise-congregations-for-mental-health-conference-registration-30947128695
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wise-congregations-for-mental-health-conference-registration-30947128695
http://mhn-ucc.blogspot.com/p/wise-congregations.html
http://mhn-ucc.blogspot.com/p/wise-congregations.html
http://www.gallery1516.org/
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/holland-lecture-series
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Church Observations by Church President  
 
We are filling up on Sundays and it is wonderful to see! We are taking advantage of talent in our congrega-
tion, both in the pulpit with odysseys and sermons and with our forums. Coffee hours are energetic, steward-
ship is off to a great start, as they always are, service projects are going well, and democracy is in play with 
the hanging of the painting “Pillars and Dreams” in our foyer. A task force is in action for the planning of the 
anniversary of our building and our church. 
 
Our board is reviewing our policies and by-laws with a special task force, and we are planning training for 
new board members on Robert’s Rules of Order.  
 
We are also hosting an all church workshop (everyone is invited), on Saturday, April 29th from 10am to 
3:30pm in Witherspoon Hall at Joslyn Museum. The leaders involved helping us craft a mission, vision and 
covenant will be a consultant, Kirk Witzberger, an expert in appreciative inquiry, which all of you should find 
interesting and fun. Our church leaders will be John Goldner, Jack Round, Jennifer Larsen, Geoff Erickson, 
Kate Wiig, Caitlin Seguin, Rev. Frank, Kim Dunovan, Jan Wilson and Jackie Anderegg. We will be keeping 
you informed on the details, but I hope you can mark your calendars to be there.  
 
On the fourth Sunday of each month, our board is identified by blue tags for questions and conversations.  
 
Presidentially, (the only woman still standing), 
Jackie Anderegg :-) 
 
 
 

Stewardship Campaign 2017-2018  
By Mary Kay Peters and Peg Pidgeon  
 
It’s that time again! The Kickoff for the 2017-18 Stewardship Campaign will be here before we know it! Our 
start date is March 5 and we will cap off the drive once again with an all-church fiesta on Saturday, April 1. 
Festivities will take place in the Common Room featuring a taco bar, margaritas and all-church trivia games. 
See page 6 for the fiesta flyer.  
 
This past year we lost our most generous benefactor, Dick Holland. Mr. Holland has always contributed to our 
pledge campaign. We now face our first pledge drive since his passing. While he generously left money to the 
church he supported, it will be up to us to fill the void his passing will create in our budget. Please think of his                 
generosity to our church over the past years and consider increasing your pledge to help make up the                         
difference. 
  
During recent campaigns we were delighted to raise the targeted amount proposed for our budget and to see 
that  YOU always have come through! The excitement and enthusiasm for our church and its outside work 
and inner activities seems to be growing still! Rev. Frank continues to refer to us as a church with big dreams, 
and we are experiencing the dreams becoming reality. We dreamed of a bigger congregation, and we have re-
cently seen over 15 new members join! We have increased educational opportunities with our new morning 
forums. We have increased our commitment to working on the problems of our community and our world, 
with more involvement on all levels and even more activities than before. All of these things cost money and 
time/commitment. 
 
Once again, we hope to place the emphasis on fun and fellowship and have it result in your financial support 
of our church. In order to maintain or increase our programs as well as our beautiful building and support out-
side programs of  interest to our congregation, please consider increasing your pledge this year so we can all 
continue to enjoy what this wonderful church adds to each of our lives. 
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From Jan Wilson, Director of Religious Education  
 
 
What a thrill to welcome so many new families to our Religious Education classes! I have enjoyed speaking 
with new parents about our program. I always say that talking about RE is my favorite subject. That’s true. 
However, there are times when I have difficulty finding a time to have a meaningful discussion with every 
new parent. I have brochures and contact information for anyone who would like to know more.   
Thankfully, many folks tell me they learned about us on our website. 
 
Parents of young children, please attend our POPS get together on Saturday,  Feb. 25.  This is a potluck 
supper in our Common Room at 5:45pm.  Bring the kids. There will be childcare provided by our popular 
Miss Jenny and friends. This is all about fun and fellowship.  
 
Looking into Spring, we will hold our ever well-attended Spring Carnival on Sunday, April 16. We will 
play games and hunt for Easter Eggs on the east lawn. I’m looking for help from adults to stand at each           
station to facilitate. We hope Sunday lives up to its name. Weather cooperation is always appreciated.  
 
Jan Wilson, dre@firstuuomaha.org 

 

Partner Church Team Thanks You 

Thank you for attending the Partner Church Potluck on February 21st and contributing to the Partner 

Church Fund. Rev. Katalin enjoyed meeting all of you and also says "Thank You." 

The Partner Church Team 

 

 

Annual Awards and the Nominating Committee 
  
Please suggest names of church members you would like to see recognized for their particular service to the 
church and to the community. Names will be submitted by filling out the form (go here: http://
www.firstuuomaha.org/nominating) or see next page or by filling out the forms that will be in the Orders of 
Service the first couple of Sundays in April or by emailing the Nominating Committee.  
Email: nominations@firstuuomaha.org. All forms and nominations need to be in by Sunday, April 16.  
  
If you or someone you know is interested in holding a position at the church either on the board, the                   
Nominating Committee or Capital Trust please contact the Nominating Committee as soon as possible. 
  
Thank you! 
  
The Nominating Committee 
Kim Callaghan, Molly Dewell, Nadine Keith, David Olson, Carol Ramsey, Ben Wallace;  
Jack Round, Convener  
  

mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/nominating
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/nominating
mailto:nominations@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

THE FLAME | FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA |FIRSTUUOMAHA.ORG 11

 Annual Awards Form 2017 

First Unitarian Church would like to take this opportunity to recognize some of our own outstanding                       

volunteers. The Nominating Committee is seeking input from the congregation for recognition in the same               

general categories as have been used in the past.  They are: 

Unsung UU Award affirms those UU’s whose actions inspire, support, and express Unitarian  Universalism 

but have not been previously recognized. The award is given to a person or group whose lifetime activities have 

made a significant contribution to the cause of Unitarian Universalism. 

Suggested Recipient(s):____________________________________________ 

Reason for Nomination:___________________________________________ 

Keeping the Faith Award was established to recognize people who live by UU pr inciples. It is presented 

to persons who have worked to keep Unitarian Universalism alive in their community and who touch the lives 

of congregation and community members in a positive way.  

Suggested Recipient(s):____________________________________________ 

Reason for Nomination:___________________________________________ 

Social Justice Award pays tr ibute to those who witness to the ideals of social justice and responsibility so 

important to our UU heritage. Two awards are presented: one to an adult and one to a youth (under age 18). 

Suggested Recipient(s):____________________________________________ 

Reason for Nomination:___________________________________________ 

Religious Education Award to honor  an individual or  individuals who have made a significant contr ibu-

tion to religious education.  

Suggested Recipient(s):___________________________________________ 

Reason for Nomination:___________________________________________ 

The Heritage Award to recognize an individual or  group who have made a significant contr ibution to 

preserving, understanding, and celebrating our Unitarian Universalist history. 

Suggested Recipient(s):___________________________________________ 

Reason for Nomination:___________________________________________ 

Additionally, at the annual meeting each year, a member of our church receives our Unitarian of the Year 

Award to recognize an individual or  individuals who have made a difference in our  Congregation over  

the past year. 

Suggested Recipient:______________________________________________ 

  Reason for Nomination:___________________________________________ 

 Please submit your suggestions by filling in the names and supporting comments in the spaces above and return 

this form to the church office, drop it in the offering plate on Sunday, or send an email message to                                

nominations@firstuuomaha.org. We would appreciate your response as soon as possible. Deadline is 4/16. 

mailto:nominations@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

Hope in Action  
Our church believes in community, and 
that is what Hope in Action, a sub-team 
of the Caring Team, is all about. Any 
one of us might need assistance, and we 
want to make it easier for you to ask for 
support and easier for you to offer               
support when others are in need. 
 
 

WHO IS SERVED? 
Church members, friends, regular                   
attendees and their spouses are                
eligible for assistance from Hope in  
Action. 
 
 

WHO CAN HELP? 
Everyone! Hope in Action is an                     
opportunity for everyone in our church 
community to support each other by 
sharing knowledge, skills and re-
sources.  
 

Hope in Action will use church                     
communications, including the enews, 
to let our church community know 
when help is needed to respond to a  
request for support. And we will report 
back to the church community about 
how we were able to respond. All com-
munication will be done in a manner 
that maintains the degree of confidenti-
ality requested by the person                  
seeking assistance. 
 
 

WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE                      
EXPECTED? 
Hope in Action is there when people 
are dealing with a medical problem, 
need transportation or help around the 
house, can use assistance with referrals 
to social service agencies or just need 
someone to talk to about the ups and 
downs of life. Our response will vary 
depending on the type of support that is 
needed in our church community and 
what resources we have available.  
 

Although Hope in Action is not able to 
respond to emergencies, short-term fi-
nancial assistance may be available for 
lodging, food, clothing, medication, 
transportation and utilities. Financial 
disbursements are not made directly to 
the person making the request for            
assistance.  
 

HOW TO ASK FOR SUPPORT 
Requests for assistance must be made 
directly by the person needing help. 
Hope in Action does not respond to any 
anonymous or third-party requests for 
assistance. 
 

Here are the ways you can ask for                 
support from Hope in Action. You may 
send an email to                                          
hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org or use 
the Hope in Action link on the church 
website. Or, you may simply complete 
a Caring Card, located in the church 
pews and place it in the offering plate.  
 
 

WHO DECIDES WHAT                 
SUPPORT WILL BE                       
OFFERED? 
Hope in Action will use a team              
approach, so at least three members of 
Hope in Action must participate in          
determining the nature of the             
response.  
 
 

Community Meals  
Every Saturday churches in our area 
join together to cook a meal, serve their 
neighbors and bring a sense of                        
community to our neighborhood at                    
First Baptist Church (401 Park Ave).  
Did you know? You may be                            
reimbursed for money you spend     
making food for one of our meals or 
you may choose to donate it. If you 
have questions or would like to sign-up 
to cook, serve, or clean-up, please con-
tact Diane. Thanks! Diane Withem,                     
dianewithem@gmail.com.  
 
 

Share the Plate This 
Month 
Each month one-half of the loose curren-
cy collected in the offering plate is donat-
ed to a cause that advances important 
principles of  Unitarianism. Our Share 
the Plate recipient for March is OTOC. 
Visit www.otoc.org for more                        
information. 
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Change for Change 
Each week generous people put 
change in the collection plate. This 
change goes to the Sunday School 
kids who decide what to do with the 
money. In the past they have helped 
Community Meals and International 
Bridges for Justice. The kids are now 
donating this change to the Neighbor-
hood Ministry Team, which                        
purchases bus tickets and food cards 
and gives out blessings bags to                    
people who come to the church door 
from our area. Your change makes a                
difference! Thank you for your            
generosity!  
 
 
 

2017 Preserve Our 
Building Fund Drive 
Report 
 
Results from the January 2017          
Preserve Our Building Fund Drive 
again reflect our congregation’s 
continued commitment to this cause 
of  having a fund for future                    
significant needs of our sanctuary 
or building. By mid-February our 
contributions have totaled over 
$3,700. The POB account balance 
is now nearly $62,000!  
 
Although solicitation is limited to 
January, contributions may be made 
anytime. Remember to write 
“POB” on your check. Once again 
you have been generous. A sincere 
“Thank you” from POB Drive                
co-chairs Louise Jeffrey and Jaime 
Alexander goes to all who                       
contributed to the 2017 Preserve 
Our Building Fund Drive.   
 
 

mailto:hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dianewithem@gmail.com
http://www.otoc.org


  

 

Ways to Help 
 
Wakonda Tutoring 
First Unitarian is looking for volunteers to tutor at             
Wakonda Elementary School. The time slot is 2:00-
3:05pm, Monday-Friday. If you are interested in partici-
pating for one or more days a week, please contact Jack 
Heidel (jackheidel@yahoo.com). 
 
Sunday Morning Helpers at Spielbound 
Ryan and Bethany have been facilitating the Youth 
Spielbound group on Sunday mornings. They will be 
stepping back at the end of April and we are looking for 
volunteers who are game-oriented who can shadow the 
leaders with an eye towards helping in the future.                 
Interested? Contact Jan: dre@firstuuomaha.org. 
 
For more Ways to Help, go to: 
http://www.firstuuomaha.org/help 
 
 

MidWest Leadership School 
Dates: July 9-15 
Location: Luther College, Decorah, Iowa  
MidWest Leadership School is a week-long intensive 
program in leadership and group dynamics. Led by lay 
and ordained staff with a deep understanding of UU 
congregations, MWLS 

 develops both youth and adults into congregational 
leaders 

 provides leadership tools and skills 

 deepens Unitarian Universalist identity 

This is an extremely intense week of workshops,           
discussions, intimate small groups, worship preparation, 
personal theological exploration and growth. 

In exchange for wholehearted commitment to a                   
strenuous schedule, MWLS offers a life-changing and 
congregation-nourishing opportunity. For more infor-
mation, go here: https://www.mwls.org/register. If you 
are interested, please contact the church office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Oak Brook Marriott in Oak Brook, Illinois (Chicago  

area) on April 28-30, 2017. 

Early bird registration until April 5, Children must reg-

ister before the early bird date. Scholarship requests 

must be in by the early bird date. Conference discounted 

rate for a room at the hotel will be available until April 

12. Final registration deadline Friday, April 21.            

Registration will be possible at the door at the regular 

price with no meals. The hotel restaurant and coffee 

shop will be available. Go here for more information: 

https://www.midamericauua.org/events/regional-

assembly 

 
Planning has begun for General Assembly 2017 at the 
Ernest N. Morial Convention Center, 900 Convention 
Center Blvd, New Orleans, LA 70130.  
  
Hotel reservations will be available via the GA Housing 
Reservation System beginning March 1. 
 
Go here for more information:  
http://www.uua.org/ga 
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Van and Vietnam: 
Part IV of UUs and 
Democratic Values 
By Dave Richardson 
 
In the previous installments of this 
series we examined how our church 
has viewed some key 20th century 
issues. On most of these issues there 
was a pretty strong consensus on the 
side of preserving and fighting for 
democratic values. In the 1930s 
Reverends Plank and Miller                 
denounced the rise of fascism both  
foreign and domestic in addition to 
warning against US isolationism.  
Three ministers from First Unitarian 
served as chaplains during WWII.  
The Postwar era saw the rise of 
McCarthyism and racial inequality.  
All four ministers who served First 
Unitarian during this time, Cyrus, 
Phillips, Weston and Vanstrom         
denounced these serious challenges 
to democratic principles. Our                
ministers, the congregation and the 
denomination as a whole, were 
largely united in their position on 
those issues. However, as                   
America’s involvement in Southeast 
Asia increased in the 1960s, this 
issue proved more complex and 
contentious. This was particularly 
true, in terms of how we applied 
democratic values to the                          
controversy. 
 
Rev. Vester Vanstrom who, as         
noted earlier, served as minister of 
First Unitarian from 1964 to 1975.  
For America, this decade proved to 
be the most transformational in 
American culture, politics and               
values. “Van” as he was known to 
his congregants and colleagues 
came to us at this fortuitous time.   
 
Van was well-suited for leading us 
through this decade of disruptions.  
He had started out as a lawyer, but 
at the age of 42 he decided that the 
practice of law was not for him,  
noting that “I don’t have any              
regrets. I liked parts of the law, but 

there were many parts of it that I 
didn’t feel were constructive.” A 
few years after completing his train-
ing at the Starr King School for the 
Ministry in Berkeley, CA, he, his 
wife Millie and their three boys 
came to Omaha. In the previous  
installment we looked at Van’s 
strong commitment to Civil Rights 
as evidenced by his marching in 
Selma and his involvement in local 
efforts to seek equality. However, 
Van’s views on the right of self-
determination in Southeast Asia  
became a touchstone for debate.  
 
After the adoption of the 1964 Gulf 
of Tonkin Resolution which gave 
the President broad powers to           
escalate the US military role in 
Southeast Asia, America divided 
into two camps frequently called 
“Hawks” and “Doves.” Very early 
on, Van saw the dangers of               
American involvement in Vietnam.  
In a sermon he delivered on June 
13, 1965 titled “Beware of the 
Righteous” he condemned what he 
called our “savioristic” role in the 
conflict. He saw little justification 
for “napalm bombs dropped on             
civilians…” and the “… sanctioning 
of torture” carried out by our allies, 
the South Vietnamese. Van’s                  
sentiments were not shared by all 
First Unitarian congregants.  
 
The President of the Board of                 
Trustees at the time, Colonel Henry 
Siegel, a veteran of the Korean 
Conflict objected to Van’s stance.  
On Sunday, December 12, 1965 
Van gave the pulpit to Colonel 
Siegel and longtime member             
Blondle Coon to express their views 
in support of the US military’s                
escalating role in Vietnam. Despite 
these differences and the spirited 
debate that continued for several 
years, the congregation stood             
behind Van’s democratic approach 
and showed their appreciation for 
him at the 1966 Annual Meeting 
when the board chair read a                         
proclamation titled “A Love Letter 
to Van and Millie.”   

Van continued his strong opposition 
to the US role in Vietnam. He wrote 
letters of support for young men 
from the congregation seeking  
Conscientious Objector status. On a 
Sunday in late 1968 he gave the 
pulpit to Tim Andrews, the son of 
longtime church members. Tim had 
participated in the infamous             
Chicago riots that summer. Tim  
recounted the scenes of police              
brutality and the attitude of the war 
protesters at the time. Another of 
Van’s controversial sermons           
consisted of reading a lengthy letter 
to President Johnson written by a 
veteran of the war who pleaded with 
the president to end the senseless 
slaughter. The tragedy of the            
conflict was brought home to the 
church community when church 
member, William Utts, a Central 
HS grad was killed in combat in 
Vietnam in March of 1969.  
 
In a reminiscence Van wrote in the 
early ‘80s he observed that the           
controversy had certainly created 
some dissention in the                               
congregation, but it helped by 
providing a fair exchange of                
opinions in true Unitarian style. He 
also quipped that we probably “lost 
some pledges” during that time. 
 
Although the UUA was prevented 
from taking a stance as a                            
denomination, one event made it 
clear where their sympathies lay. In 
1970 Daniel Ellsberg committed a 
bold act of conscience when he  
copied thousands of pages of                
classified documents that proved 
that the administration had been 
purposely deceiving Americans 
about what was happening in       
Vietnam. He attempted to find a 
publisher for these stolen                           
documents. Numerous newspapers 
and publishing houses turned him 
down, fearing legal reprisal and 
public condemnation. He tried a  
different approach with several  
 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
 
members of Congress, he asked that the documents be placed in The Congressional Record under what is 
called “Extension of Remarks.” He found no one willing to do this. Finally, he talked to Senator Mike Gravel, 
a Unitarian from Alaska, who told Ellsberg that his church had a publishing organ called Beacon Press which 
was known for publishing controversial material. John West, then President of the UUA, agreed to publish 
what became known as The Pentagon Papers. After hearing of this, The New Y ork Times reversed its position 
and agreed to publish installments of The Pentagon Papers. At the 2007 UUA General Assembly, there was a 
panel discussion which featured John West, Daniel Ellsberg, Mike Gravel and journalist Amy Goodman.  
Among other fascinating recollections John West recalled receiving a call from the White House and was               
surprised to hear the voice of Richard Nixon on the other end. Nixon first told West how he had great respect 
for the UU denomination, but quickly pointed out that the UUA would be committing treason by publishing 
The Pentagon Papers. West thanked him for his observations, but politely insisted they were going through 
with the publication. The combination of the New Y ork Times and the Beacon Press proved to be a “dynamic 
duo” that got the papers published. Most historians agree that the Pentagon Papers became the key factor in not 
only ending the war in Vietnam, but the presidency of Richard Nixon. 
 
The tradition of courage of convictions has characterized First Unitarian of Omaha and the UUA for many  
decades. Perhaps no era illustrates this more than the tumultuous years of the Vietnam conflict.    
 
 
Pictured below: Rev. Vester Vanstrom in the First Unitarian Church sanctuary  
 
 



  

 

New Member News 
By Ellen Shurson 
 
We welcomed Sara Shunkwiler and Chris Poynor to 
our membership on December 18. They have been 
good enough to provide us with the following infor-
mation so that we can get to know a bit about them.  
Sara grew up in Montana, Nebraska, and Iowa and has 
one younger sister. She was raised Catholic and at-
tended high school in Sioux City before going to 
Montana State on a golf scholarship. After a year she 
transferred to Iowa City and graduated med school at 
the University of Iowa. She did her pathology residen-
cy at the University of Florida before returning to            
Iowa City for two fellowships. After a brief stop in 
Des Moines she became a member of the Department 
of Pathology at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center where among other things, she is director of 
the blood bank. 
 
Chris was born in Gainesville, Florida  and lived there 
until Sara swept him away to the chilly Midwest six 
years ago. He was raised Presbyterian. He attended 
the University of Florida for undergrad and taught his-
tory, ran a vocational ed. program and coached base-
ball at his old high school. After meeting, falling in 
love, and marrying Sara, Chris attended Drake Law 
School in Des Moines after the move to Iowa. He is 
now an attorney practicing in the areas of election law 
and agricultural torts.  
 
Sara and Chris now live in Elkhorn with their three 
children. Owen is five and just started kindergarten at 
Skyline Elementary. DJ is four and is in pre-school at 
West Bay Elementary. Maya is 15 months old. Sara 
and Chris were previously members at UU Iowa City. 
One of the things Sara most values about her church 
experience is the opportunity to "have her soul re-
freshed" at weekly services by the sermons and church 
members both of which she finds inspiring. Sara says 
she looks forward to getting to know more members 
of the church and serving to promote UU's values. 
 
Please extend a hearty First UU welcome to this    
wonderful family.  
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Team Leaders! 
 
The Church Annual Meeting happens Sunday, 
May 14. Team reports are due to the office by 
Monday, April 10 at noon.   
 
Please send your report to                                                          
admin@firstuuomaha.org with "Annual Report" 
in the subject line of your email.  
 
Here's the format for a team report: 
 
<Team Name> 
 
Leader(s): 
 
Members: <list all of your members. This is a  
record for our archives.> 
 
Activities & Projects – 2016-2017: 
 
<list all of your team’s activities in a brief narra-
tive or bulleted format. Be complete but concise.  
This is a record for our archives.> 
 
Help us celebrate your efforts this church year 
and document your team and its projects and            
successes for archives. If you have questions, 
please contact the office. See last year's annual 
reports by clicking here or contact the church                  
office.   

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
http://media.wix.com/ugd/6ac81d_e7d2f886ecf3461c8f067d126884ba09.pdf
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Meet Our Leaders 

 

Minister 
Frank Rivas 
minister@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Director of Religious                    
Education 
Jan Wilson 
dre@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Membership Coordinator 
Carrie Helmberger 
coordinator@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Church Administrator 
Catharine Dixon 
admin@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Organist 
Pat Will 
 
Early Service Pianist 
Stan Harper 
 
Choir Director 
William Miller  
choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org  
 
Choir Accompanist 
Elizabeth Kelly 
 
Minister Emeritus 
Ronald Knapp 
 
Nursery Coordinator 
Jenny Hastings  
childcare@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Custodian 
Bobby Medrano 
 
 

Nominating Committee 
Kim Callaghan, Molly Dewell, 
Nadine Keith, Dave Olson, Carol 
Ramsey, Ben Wallace 
 
 

 

THE FLAME 
Deadlines are the 15th of each month. 
Word limit: 200. Send submissions to                             
admin@firstuuomaha.org. 
 

Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon 
Proofers: Lana Hammel,             
Scott Kemper, Lois Norris,                    
Debbie Hunsberger 
Flame Mailing Team:                              
Debbie Hunsberger, Lois Norris,                                  
Linda Hruska, Kim Callaghan,                  
Lisa Calhoun 
 
First Unitarian Church 
www.firstuuomaha.org 
402-345-3039 

 
Board Members 
Jackie Anderegg (President), Alan Vovolka (President-Elect), Sheri Conner,            
Joe Schaaf (Secretary), Linda Parker , Kabin Thomas, Floyd Prine, Cy Leise 
board@firstuuomaha.org  
 

 
Trustees of the Capital Trust 
Steve Hutchinson (2017), Evelyn Whitehill (2018), Dean Christensen (2019) 
 
 
Committee on Ministry 
Skip Ciulla, Jack Round, Donna Tubach-Davis  
   
 
Ministry Team Council 
Rev. Frank Rivas, Nellie Chenoweth, Alan Vovolka, Diane Withem 
mtc@firstuuomaha.org  
 
 
Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 
Archives—Dave Richardson   
Black Lives Matter—Rene Harper   
Caring—Louise Jeffrey     
Chalice Guild—Kay Lynn Goldner 
Community Meals—Diane Withem  
Fellowship—Judith Wright, Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth 
Finance—Walt Jesteadt   
Fundraising—Donna Neff  
Hope in Action—Kim Dunovan  
Hospitality Teams—Carolyn McNamara 
House and Grounds—Pierce Carpenter 
Membership—Caitlin & Tom Seguin   
Neighborhood Ministry—Royal Carleton 
Office—Carolyn McNamara         
Omaha Together One Community—Janet West 
Partner Church—Janet West   
Religious Education—Sheri Conner  
Social Justice—Lori Schaaf  
Women’s Alliance—Nellie Chenoweth  
Worship Arts Team—Megan Gustafson 
Young Adult Group—Anne Rodriguez  
YRUU—Adam Sagert and Caroline Miller 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter cover photograph by Scott Kemper  

mailto:minister@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dre@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:childcare@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org
http://www.firstuuomaha.org
mailto:board@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:mtc@firstuuomaha.org
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Church Events  

CommUUnity Night 
Friday, March 3 at 5:30pm in the             
Common Room. See page 4.  
 
Stewardship Campaign Kick-Off  
Sunday, March 5 during coffee hour.  
 
Young Adult Discussion Group 
Sunday, March 5 at 12pm in the Merritt 
Lounge. See page 4.  
 
Pathways to Membership Class 
All Sundays in March at 11:45am in 
the Whitney Young Room. See page 7 
for details.  
 
Awakening the Dreamer                                
Symposium 
Sunday, March 5 at 2pm in the             
Common Room.  
 
People’s Film Festival 
Monday, March 6 at 7pm in the           
Common Room. See page 4 for         
details.  
 
Examined Life Group 
Tuesday, March 7 and 21 at 7pm in the 
Merritt Lounge. See page 4 for details.  
 
AHA Meeting (Agnostics,               
Humanists, Atheists) 
Thursday, March 9 at 7pm. See page 4.  
 
Women’s Alliance 
Monday, March 13 at 6:30pm in the 
Common Room. See page 4.  
 
Board Meeting  
Tuesday, March 14 at 7pm in the             
Common Room 
 
Flame Deadline 
Submit your newsletter articles to               
admin@firstuuomaha.org by                   
March 15 at noon. 
 
The Women’s Religious Study                
Covenant Group 
Thursday, March 16 at 1pm in the            
Merritt Lounge. See page 4. 
 
Young Adult Game Night  
Saturday, March 18 at 6pm in the               
Common Room. Combined with 
CUUPS. See page 4 for information.  
 
Mystic Sojourn CUUPS  
Saturday, March 18 at 6pm in the            
Sanctuary and Common Room. See 
page 4.  
 
CUUPS Book Study Group 
Sunday, March 19 at  11:30am in the 
Merritt Lounge. See page 5 for                    
information.  
 

 
Arts & Crafts Night 
Sunday, March 19 at 7pm in the                        
Common Room. See page 4 for                        
information.  
 
People’s Film Festival 
Monday, March 20 at 7pm in the           
Common Room. See page 5 for         
details.  
 
Black Lives Matter Team Meeting 
Friday, March 24 at 6pm in the            
Common Room. See page 5.  
 
Board Talk Back 
Sunday, March 26 at 11:00am in the     
Common Room. See page 5 for             
information.  
 
Book Club 
Monday, March 27 at 7pm in the        
Merritt Lounge. See page 5 for details.  
 
Polyamory Discussion Group 
Monday, March 27 at 7pm in the               
Common Room. See page 5 for details 
 
Taoism Discussion Group 
Tuesday, March 28 at 6:30pm in the             
Common Room. See page 5 for                 
details.  
 
POPs Group 
Friday, March 31 at 5:45pm in the 
Common Room. See page 5.  
 
 
 
Recurring… 
 
YRUU Meetings 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the                 
Common Room.  
 
Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Sanctuary. 
 
Lunch with the Minister 
Thursdays at noon in the Common 
Room.   
  
Women’s Religious Studies Group  
Meets most Thursdays at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge. See page 5. 
 
Dungeons & Dragons Group 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month. See page 5.   
 
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month. See page 5.   
 
 
 
  

 
Future Events…  
 
All-Church Celebration: Fiesta 
Saturday, April 1 at 6pm in the               
Common Room. See page 6.  
 
All-Church Workshop on              
Appreciative Inquiry  
Saturday, April 29. See page 7 for more 
information.  
 
Holland Lecture  
Wednesday, May 10 at the Holland 
Performing Arts Center. See page 8 for 
details.  
 
All-Church Retreat  
Scheduled the weekend of June 10-11. 
For more information see page 17. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

 
 
 
 
 

First Unitarian Church of Omaha 
3114 Harney St.    
Omaha, NE 68131 

www.firstuuomaha.org  

We whose names are here subscribed associate ourselves together as a                  

Religious Society for mutual helpfulness in right living and for the advance-

ment of sound morals and pure religion in the community:  and we hereby 

pledge ourselves to bear our part in the common cause and to care for the             

welfare and influence of the Society of which by this act we become                     

members.  Basing our union upon this expressed moral and religious                       

purpose rather than upon any dogmatic statement of belief, and emphasizing the                                       

religion of character and daily life above all creedal confessions, we invite to our                                       

membership all who are seriously drawn to us in our spirit and aims and who desire to 

have with us their Church Home under the Articles of Incorporation.                        

         — Bond of Union, August 22, 1869 


