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Meet Our Leaders 
Staff 

Minister 
Frank Rivas 
minister@firstuuomaha.org 

Director of Religious                    

Education 
Jan Wilson 
dre@firstuuomaha.org 

Office Administrator 
Catharine Dixon 
admin@firstuuomaha.org 

Organist 
Pat Will 

Choir Director 
Bob McMeen 

Nursery Aide 
Jackie Dross 

Custodian 
Bobby Medrano 

Early Service Pianist 
Stan Harper 
Choir Accompanists 
Reuline Nightingale 
Keith Hart 

Minister Emeritus 
Ronald Knapp 

 

 

Nominating Committee 

Mary Bort, Abby Cape, Nadine 

Keith, Joe Schaaf, Dave Olson, 

Kim Callaghan 

 
Board meetings are held the 
2nd Tuesday of each month 
and are open to all members. 

 

THE FLAME 
Deadlines are the 15th of each 
month. Word limit: 200.                
Send your  submissions to                                      
admin@firstuuomaha.org 
 
Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon 
Proofers: Cyndi Nather, Lana 
Hammel, Scott Kemper 
  
Flame Mailing Team:                              

Evelyn Whitehill, Shelton 

Hendricks, Howard Bolton,                                

Kim Callaghan  
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Board Members 

Louise Jeffrey (President), Dean Christensen, Sheri Conner,                 
Lynette Ryder, Jack Round (President-Elect), Ron Withem,                            
Cy Leise, Jack Heidel  

board@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Trustees of the Capital Trust 

Tim Duggan (2016), Sandy Host (2015), Steven Hutchinson (2017) 

Committee on Ministry  

Jaime Alexander, Katrina Schmidt, Marie Sedlacek, Alan Vovolka 

   

Ministry Team Council 

Rev. Frank Rivas, Barb Herring, Jack Round, Amy Barlow 

mtc@firstuuomaha.org  

 

Ministry Teams and Team Leaders 

Adult Religious Education - Crystal DiGiorgi                                  

Archives - Dave Richardson      

Caring - Douglas Lee-Regier      

Chalice Guild - Kay Lynn Goldner    

Community Meals - Diane Withem  

Fellowship - Judith Wright, Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth  

Finance - Walt Jesteadt       

Fundraising - Donna Neff & Kathi Oliver     

Governance - Alex Nather  

Hope in Action -  Kim Dunovan     

House and Grounds - Dave Rosser     

Membership - Jackie Anderegg     

Office - Carolyn McNamara            

Omaha Together One Community - Kim Dunovan & Laurie Gift 

Partner Church - Janet West      

Religious Education - Sheri Conner   

Religious Services - Megan Gustafson    

Women’s Alliance - Nellie Chenoweth      

Young Adult Group - Maria Wallace     

YRUU - Ben Wallace & Shawne Coonfare 
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January 4—Two Services at 9:30am 

and 11:15am 

“Beginning Again” 

Rev. Frank Rivas 

2014 was not a great year for our              

species. There were war and Ebola 

abroad; congressional gridlock,            

economic inequality, a recognition that 

racism is still with us, and revelations 

about torture at home. What’s a person 

to do? We will explore small individual 

changes that might make a difference.  

A sharing service. 

  

 

January 11—Two Services at 9:30am 

and 11:15am 

“U2” 

Rev. Frank Rivas 

The second U in our UU heritage is too 

often overlooked. We will explore the 

theology of early 19th century                  

Universalist Hosea Ballou—a theology 

radical even by 21st century liberal 

standards. I asked the appropriate band 

to play at our worship service, but, alas, 

they declined. 

 

  

 

 

January 18—Two services at 9:30am 

and 11:15am 

“If King Were Alive Today” 

Rev. Frank Rivas 

On this Martin Luther King Day weekend, 

we reflect on how desperately we need a 

strong, clear, unifying articulation of our 

current injustices—in a way that offers a 

vision of what we can create together. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

January 25—Two Services at 9:30am 

and 11:15am 

“Fire Builders and Well Diggers:                            

A History of the Women's Alliance” 

Nellie Chenoweth and Maria Wallace 

Presented by the Women’s Alliance 
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Photo from our annual                 

Holiday Dinner held on                     

December 13 

(Photo by Bob Hess.) 

Sunday Services this Month 

  

 

Universal Worship Service 

 

A Universal Worship Service 

will be held Thursday, 

January 1, New Year's Day, 

at 11 am. This service is open 

to the public and will be 

conducted by Sufi leaders Jan 

and Richard Potter.  

Universal Worship represents 

an ideal to bring all of the 

world's religions together in 

order to promote tolerance, 

understanding and spiritual 

awakening for humanity.  

We light candles and do 

readings from various faith 

traditions as a symbol of 

unity. A potluck luncheon 

will follow in the Common 

Room. 



  

 

THE FLAME | FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA |firstuuomaha.org 

 

THE FLAME | FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA |FIRSTUUOMAHA.ORG 4

Rev. Elations 
Monthly Column from our Minister, Rev. Frank Rivas 

 
The open lunches have been valuable in getting a sense of our shared vision for this church. On 

the first Thursday in December, there were several interesting discussions, one of which                  

directly led to the Flint Forum about our response to events in Ferguson and Staten Island. On 

the second Thursday, our lunch discussion was much more focused, on whether to hold our 

ground on the long tradition of humanism in this church or to move with the denomination   

toward a more religiously diverse church community. 

 

There are arguments for both. On the one hand, we are the only church in town that openly   

welcomes atheists and humanists. If we become less welcoming, there may be no viable          

community for many of our people. On the other hand, greater diversity means that we are 

more likely to challenge one another and to grow from those challenges. I try to imagine a path 

that offers both open welcome and challenge; after all, any unchallenged perspective tends to 

become narrow and rigid. With further discussion, we might together find such a way. 

  

What’s important is that we recognize that the vision for the future of the church belongs to 

each of us. I will continue these lunches in January, then in February shift to breakfasts. You 

can bring your vision for the future, or you can share concerns, joys, or whatever is on your 

mind. The take-away from the first two meals is how wonderfully committed we are to this 

church. Our lunches have been engaging and energizing. Please consider joining us. 

  

May 2015 be a joyful, productive year for each of us and for our shared community. 

  

Blessings and love, 

Frank 

 

Brown Bag Lunch with Rev. Frank 

Our Brown Bag Lunch with Rev. Frank starts up again on Thursday, January 8 at noon in the                  

Common Room. This group began meeting in December and will continue through the month of January. 

Just bring your lunch and come down to the church. No RSVP necessary. We will discuss whatever comes 

to mind.  
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Preserve Our  

Building   

By Jaime Alexander 

 

The 2015 Preserve Our Building 

annual fund drive is underway             

during January. For our newcomers 

and others who may not be familiar 

with the Preserve Our Building 

campaign, a short review of POB 

history may be appropriate. Our 

sanctuary was refurbished in             

October 2004, made possible by 

gift of the “Erickson Bond.” The 

sanctuary was refurbished to                   

perhaps better than its original               

resplendent beauty. Thinking that 

our ability to fulfill our future 

building preservation needs should 

not be completely dependent on 

hoping for a major gift, I wondered 

if we could build a fund to lead the 

way towards funding a needed             

refurbishment in the future.   

 

Thoughts of “wells we did not dig” 

and leaving something for those yet 

to come led to the creation of the             

Preserve Our Building fund drive 

in 2005.    

 

The POB fund has grown with  

contributions and interest to just 

over $44,000.Your generosity is 

wonderful! The concept of many of 

us giving what we can from year to 

year is proving to be successful.  

Approval from the congregation is 

necessary to spend from this               

account. Please join in this year’s 

effort.   

   

Your check should be made              

payable to First Unitarian Church 

of Omaha with “POB” on the 

memo line. A solicitation letter  

recently sent to home addresses 

included a return addressed                   

UU & You 
Sunday, January 4 at 12:15pm 

in the Whitney Young Room  

 

Unitarian Universalism and You 

classes provide an introduction to 

Unitarian Universalism and to our 

church, along with an opportunity 

to share our religious journeys.  

Visitors, newcomers, and the just 

curious are cordially invited. The 

class will convene in the Whitney 

Young Room 15 minutes after the 

ending of the 11:15am service.  

That usually works out to be about 

12:30. A light lunch will be served 

to bolster the always interesting 

conversation. The class lasts about 

an hour and 30 minutes, so ending 

time will be about 2pm, although 

those interested in a brief tour of 

the church may be a little later.    

If you need childcare, please let us 

know by the Monday before.  

RSVP or questions can be                      

addressed to                                        

uuclass@firstuuomaha.org or call 

Jaime Alexander 402-657-9386.           

 

 

 

Spirit Circle 
 

We start the new year by using 

sound, visualization and yoga  

poses to move blocked energy 

through our body and balance the 

flow. We will meet Sunday,              

January 4 at 6pm for social hour 

and then 7pm workshop followed 

by potluck in the Common Room.  

 

 

 

envelope for your convenience.  

The envelopes and blue cards in the 

pews at church may also be used for 

your POB donation during Sunday 

offering, just annotate the memo 

line, POB.  

 

Thank you for supporting Preserve 

Our Building. 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

Book Club 
 

Our next meeting is Monday,                 

January 26 at 7pm in the Merritt 

Lounge. We will read Buddhist               

Biology: Ancient Eastern Wisdom 

Meets Modern Western Science by 

David  Barash.   

mailto:uuclass@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

 

January Letter  
by Louise Jeffrey, Board President   
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And so another new year comes around. I look forward to the birth of a grandchild and back on the last 

year with good feelings. Although 2014 seems to have come and gone in a blink, much has happened in the 

life of the church.   

 

At our most recent Ministry Team meeting I sat next to Kate Godfrey, a former Board president. She               

commented that she has never seen the church so active in all her years of membership. I don't think any 

comment could have been more gratifying to me. As an aside, I looked in an old church directory and saw 

that the day on which she made that comment was one day short of her 17th anniversary as a member, so 

Happy Anniversary, Kate and Bruce!   

 

This is the kind of church I want to be in—one with strong outreach to the community and strong in-reach 

to its own members and friends. The Hospitality Team project is up and running well and looking for a few 

more folks to complete all the teams. The Web Team redesign of our internet presence moves forward.  

Covenant groups are about to take off. There are new ties and strengthened old ties to our community.  

There is a new discussion group. There are new social opportunities. And the old discussion groups and 

established social opportunities continue. Yes! The Chili Cook-off is coming!   

 

When I think about what I want to do in 2015, I strongly think about First U. I hope you do, too. Good 

health and happiness to all of us in 2015.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inclement Weather Cancellations 

In the event of bad weather and services are cancelled, the church will alert the media. So, please 

check with your local news stations to make sure the church service is still scheduled. We will           

update the church webpage, the church Facebook page and group and the church office voicemail 

at extension 101.  
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Saturday, January 24 at 6pm 



  

 

Holiday Season by Jan Wilson, Director of Religious Education  
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How is it that Christmas always sneaks up so 

quickly? It’s not as if the stores haven’t been 

flaunting tinsel and stockings since                 

Halloween. Here we are with shopping days 

dwindling and loads of stress mingling with                

expectations of magic.   

 

Our Religious Education Council is planning 

some great giving opportunities for kids. We 

have paper mitten-shaped ornaments on our                 

bulletin board tree. Each mitten bears the 

name of a child who is hopeful for gifts that 

Santa is just unable to provide. The holidays 

can be a painful time for children and parents 

alike who, through lack of funds, find the                      

cupboard is bare. On the flip side, children 

love to give to others. Choosing a gift for             

another child is such a positive way to nurture 

that  spirit of giving. Volunteers from the  

Caring Team will play Santa delivering these 

gifts to hopeful children. (See the Mitten Tree 

in photo below.) 

 

Our children’s choir has been rehearsing with 

Caitlin Seguin and Rene Harper. They will 

perform on Christmas Eve. It’s an event that’s 

a must see. We thank the two choir directors, 

the kids, and Stan Harper for the vibrant piano 

excitement.    

 

We are looking forward to learning about 

Compassionate Communication in the New 

Year. There are so many valuable tools in 

these materials that offer the prospect of peace 

and understanding in school, church, and  

family relationships. Practicing these methods 

seems unnatural at first. We believe our              

children will overcome this initial                   

awkwardness and build empathy and listening 

skills that are so vital to happy human                      

interaction. 

 

Here’s to a magical and gentle holiday season 

for all.   

 

Jan Wilson, DRE  

  

 

 

 

 

Religious Education  

 

Sunday School will start at 10:30am and last 

until 11:30am.  

  

Sunday School Rooms: 

K-2nd grades: RE Office/Classroom  

3rd-5th grades: Robert Weston Room (Middle 

Classroom upstairs) 

6th-8th grades: Whitney Young Classroom 

(Downstairs Classroom) 

9th-12th grades: Merritt Lounge 

  

After Sunday School ends at 11:30am,                

children will all gather in the middle upstairs 

classroom for snack time (a kid-version of 

coffee hour). Then at 11:45am they will               

gather in the Whitney Young Room for     

community time. 

  

The community time schedule is: 

1st Sunday of the month: Movie & Popcorn 

2nd Sunday of the month: Choir 

3rd Sunday of the month: Art 

4th Sunday of the movie: Choir 

Community Time ends at 12:30pm. 

 

At the 9:30am service children can either go 

to community time or sit in the service with 

their parents.  

 

The RE Council will meet on Sunday,                    

January 25 in Jan’s office after the second  

service.  



  

 

Discussions, Forums and Classes at First U  
 

Flint Discussion Forum 
 

This month a new church program is being launched. On Tuesday,             

January 20 at 7pm the Flint Discussion Forums will take place in the 

church Common Room. The topic will be announced in the enews.                    

These forums are designed to offer a platform for in-depth presentation 

of information and dialog on topics ranging from ethics & morals to arts & region. The name 

“Flint” refers to the rock that is used to create a spark. Each program will run 90 minutes.                      

Attendees wishing to bring their own dinner are welcome to join others at 6pm to share                         

conversation. All are invited. Coffee and water will be available. Questions about the program 

can be directed to: forum@firstuuomaha.org or Nathan Kramer (402) 884-8916. 

 

 

Tolerant Atheist Discussion Group meets  

Thursday, February 12 
 

Rev. Frank Rivas, in his December Flame column Rev. Elations, wrote of atheism and theism as 

antitheses with both being necessary. He contemplates envisioning together what the church 

could become in several areas, including what our Sunday services should look like. Wow!  

What a great segue for TADG’s envisioning of its future and the idea of presenting a Sunday  

service! Rev. Frank will set the stage for discussion and questions on the church level. Then 

Jaime will introduce similar items at the TADG level. If you, atheist, agnostic, humanist, theist, 

whatever, haven’t come to a TADG meeting this would be an ideal time to attend. All are              

cordially invited to the Thursday, February 12 TADG meeting. The conversation and fun start in 

the Common Room at 6pm with a BYOD (Bring Your Own Dinner). The meeting starts at 7pm.  

Questions and RSVPs can be addressed to jaimealexander@cox.net.   

 

              

 

Adult RE Class to Begin in March  
 

SCIENCE, SCIENTISTS AND RELIGION 

 

Mark your calendar for Thursdays at 7pm in March for this class led by Rev. Ron Knapp. 

 

In 2007, ABC news reported on a major study seeking to understand the religious beliefs of the 

most eminent scientists at 21 top-rated American universities. Thirty-one percent said they did 

not believe in God, another 31percent said that they did not know if there is a god and that there 

was no way to find out, and only 9.7 percent said they had "no doubt in God's existence.” This 

appears to be a mirror image—the opposite—of what the general population in America         

believes. In this workshop we will discuss the relationship between science and religion and 

what scientists believe about God and religion and why. 
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Share the Plate—Project Everlast 
Each month one-half of the loose currency placed in the offering plate is donated to a cause that 

advances important principles of Unitarianism.  

 

This month we share the plate to support our Project Everlast. Project Everlast is a grassroots effort 

that promotes using community resources to improve a youth’s opportunities and networks for 

housing, transportation, and health care. For more information, please visit their website at                        

http://www.projecteverlast.org. 

 

The Women’s Religious Studies Group 
The Women's Religious Studies Group will next meet on January 8, 2015, at which time we will 

complete The Epic of Unitarianism. We will begin our discussion of The New Atheism by Victor 

Stenger on January 15 and 29. This book can be ordered through Amazon, and funds are available 

to cover the cost of the book by request. Contact Rae Barry at 402-422-1404 or 

raeb1@hotmail.com with questions.   

The Women’s Religious Study Covenant  

Group 
The Women's Religious Study Covenant Group will meet on Thursday, January 15, at 1pm in the 

Merritt Lounge.  Rae Barry will be the facilitator for the second chapter  on Compassion in our 

book, soul to soul. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Harriet Major at 402-391-0248 

or at hmajor323@cox.net. We have a covenant statement which needs to be signed before attending 

our group. 

 

Young Adult Game Night  
 

Join the "young adults" for their game night on Friday, January 16 at 7pm in the Common Room. 

Bring a game or a snack to share with others. Please RSVP to the Facebook event page or by    

emailing youngadults@firstuuomaha.org. 

   

 

 

 

Pictured to the right is the 

story of Jonah that the RE 

Sunday School kids learned 

about in December. Photo 

Credit: Kate Wiig.  

http://www.projecteverlast.org
mailto:raeb1@hotmail.com
mailto:hmajor323@cox.net
mailto:youngadults@firstuuomaha.org


  

 

 
UU & You Class 
Sunday, January 4 at 12:15pm in 
the Whitney Young Room  
See page 5 for details.  
 
Spirit Circle  
Sunday, January 4 at 6pm in the 
Common Room  
See page 5 for details. 
 
OTOC Environmental Monthly 
Meeting 
Monday, January 5 at 7pm in the 
Whitney Young Room 
See page 15 for details. 
 
Brown Bag Lunch with the Rev. 
Thursdays in January beginning 
January 8 
Noon in the Common Room 
See page 4 for more information. 
 
Board Meeting  
Tuesday, January 13 at 7pm in           
the Common Room 
 
Flame Deadline 
Submit your newsletter articles to 
admin@firstuuomaha.org by                    
January 15 at noon. 
 
Women’s Religious Studies                
Covenant Group 
Thursday, January 15 
See page 10 for details.   
 
Young Adult Night 
Friday, January 16 at 7pm in the 
Common Room 
See page 10 for details. 
 
Private Wedding 
Saturday, January 17 at 3pm 
 
Flint Discussion Forum  
Tuesday, January 20 
See page 9 for details.   
  
Chili Cook-Off 
Saturday, January 24 at 6pm 
See page 7 for details. 
 
RE Council 
Sunday, January 25 at 12:15pm in 
Jan’s office  

 
Book Club 
Monday, January 26 at 7pm in the 
Merritt Lounge  
See page 5 for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Recurring... 
 
Women’s Religious Studies 
Group  
Meets Thursdays at 1pm in the  
Merritt Lounge  
See page 10 for information.  
 
Bridge Group 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
each month after the service in the 
Whitney Young Room or in the             
corner of the Common Room 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
Meets every Wednesday evening at 
7pm in the Sanctuary.  
 
YRUU 
Meets every Wednesday at 7pm in 
the Common Room.  
 

  
 
Looking ahead… 
 
 
CommUUnity Night  
Friday, February 6 at 5:30pm in the 
Common Room.  
See page 13 for details. 
 
Tolerant Atheist Discussion 
Group 
Thursday, February 12 at 7pm in 
the Common Room 
See page 9 for details. 
 
Social Justice Fair happening         
during both coffee hours on Sunday,                  
February 15.  

Church Events 

Coming Up 
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As noted in last month’s installment 

Ron began his ministerial odyssey, as 

a 19-year-old Methodist minister or 

as Lincoln’s Minister Emeritus 

Charles Stephan tagged him “The 

Boy Evangelist of the Methodists.”  

After a “conversion” to Unitarianism 

in the mid 1960s, Ron served several 

UU congregations in the East and the 

Midwest. In 1976, The First                             

Unitarian Church of Omaha had the 

remarkable good fortune to call Ron 

Knapp to our pulpit.   

 

In his memoir published in 2013               

titled Moments in a Life, Ron recalls 

many events, anecdotes and                          

observations from his life and career.  

He begins the section on moving to 

Omaha with a harrowing account of 

his midwinter trek from New England 

to Nebraska in a small car with his 

wife Anne, four young children and             

a big dog on board. The adventures  

rival the travails of the Joad family        

in Steinbeck’s Dust Bowl novel The 

Grapes of Wrath. If you want to get 

to know Ron better you would do 

well to get a copy of his memoir. In 

typical Ron style, he mixes humor, 

compassion and insights as he talks 

about his life. During Ron’s ministry 

in Omaha there are too many 

achievements and compelling stories 

to list in this article. So we will take a 

“highlights” approach to telling of his 

tenure as Minister and Minister 

Emeritus. 

 

Ron notes that he felt he had found 

his “comfort zone” in Omaha.  

Among his many fond memories, he 

includes “The Deacon’s Bench.” He 

would begin the church year with 

three sermons on a particular theme.  

On the fourth Sunday a group of three 

parishioners would speak in response 

to his sermons. Another high point of 

his tenure was the 1989-90               

Centennial of Newton Mann, perhaps 

our most famous minister. Mann was 

the first minister of any faith to                

advocate, from the pulpit, the                      

principles of Darwin’s Origin of  

Species. For the occasion Ron                 

compiled a book titled On Perceiving 

the Truth of Things. The book                

contains essays about Reverend 

Mann as well as a selected anthology 

of Mann’s work and four sermons by 

Ron on the thoughts of Newton 

Mann. A third significant                              

contribution was the Celebration of 

the Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights 

in 1991 for which Ron organized a 

citywide event. Ron also participated 

in numerous social justice and                 

freedom activities including serving 

as an escort at a Women’s Health 

Center often facing vicious personal 

attacks for his service. 

 

Perhaps one of the most significant 

projects to come out of his ministry 

was the establishment of our partner-

ship with the Unitarian Church in       

Firtosmartonos in the Transylvania 

region of Romania. Ron and several 

parishioners from First Unitarian 

traveled to Firtosmartonos in the             

early ‘90s to establish relations with 

the church there and also to bring 

them money. The task of 

“smuggling” currency into the              

country was not easy since it was  

only four years after the revolution 

that overthrew the despotic rule of 

Nicola Ceacescu and the country was 

still unstable. They were, however, 

successful in establishing a bond with 

our Sister Church which continues to 

this day. 

 

Ron occupied our pulpit for twenty 

years, just shy by a couple of months 

of Newton Mann, our longest serving 

minister. Over that period Ron gave 

hundreds of sermons, wrote three              

books (including his book on the              

theology of Walt Whitman titled Of 

Life Immense), and officiated at               

hundreds of weddings and memorial 

services. He also took three            

sabbaticals that allowed him to 

preach, write, teach and travel. All of 

which helped enrich not only his life, 

but the lives of those whom he served 

and taught on these sabbaticals which 

also vicariously enriched us. His role 

as Minister Emeritus keeps him              

active with us by periodically                  

conducting Sunday Services as well 

as writing, conducting and facilitating 

group discussions.   

 

Our 147-year-old congregation has 

been fortunate to be served by some 

truly outstanding people. In our              

pantheon of great ministers Ron 

Knapp deserves a prominent place.   

50 Years a UU Minister or How Ron Knapp went from being a 

Methodist “Boy Evangelist” to a “Unitarian Sage” 
by Dave Richardson  
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“If you wish to strive 

for peace of soul and 

pleasure, then believe.  

If you wish to be a 

devotee of truth, then 

inquire.”   

—Nietzsche  



  

 

 

CommUUnity Night  
Friday, February 6 at 5:30pm in the Common Room 

 

If you haven't participated before, CommUUnity Nights are a fun, laid-back all-church event. We 

gather together for a potluck of side items (the main dish will be provided by RE) and we don't              

worry about who is bringing what; we may get KFC chicken nuggets, sushi, and guacamole, but 

we'll have fun. We eat together as a group and then just chill. Kids are free to roam and play. We 

will give the teens the Merritt Lounge as a fortress of solitude against the chaos of family life. The 

adults chill, talk, play games, and just enjoy each other’s company. 

  

If you can't bring anything or you are feeling too rushed to grab or make something last minute, 

COME ANYWAY! There is always plenty of food and what we really want is YOUU! 

 

Circle Suppers   
Saturday, February 21 at multiple sites 

 

UU Circle Suppers are a gathering of 6 to 8 people who meet for an organized potluck dinner. The 

host/hostess provides the home or place, firms up the date with assigned guests and provides the 

main dish. The host then calls each guest to confirm attendance, gives directions to home or location 

and assigns the part of dinner the guest would like to bring: appetizer, bread, vegetable and/or salad, 

dessert or beverage. You do not need to be a host/hostess to participate. To find out more                

information and to sign up to be a host, please contact Bruce Godfrey at bsgodfrey@cox.net.  

 

Persian Dinner 

Saturday, February 7 at 6pm 

First Unitarian Church Culinary Group will be presenting a Persian Cuisine dinner Saturday,      

February 7, 2015 at 6pm in the Common Room. Barb Herring, will serve as Chef de cuisine and 

will be assisted by a group of volunteers. The dinner will begin with a social time, then guests will 

be seated for a meal of traditionally Middle Eastern (Iranian) foods, including vegetarian options.  

A complete menu is available on the event website (see link below).   

 

The event is limited to 40 guests. There is a reservation fee of $5 per person, the remainder of                   

expenses are being shared with the help of Event Sponsors, and free-will offering the night of the 

event. Reservations can be transferred, but it is important that the reservation is used. If you would 

like reservations or to become an Event Sponsor, please see website for more information:   

http://tinyurl.com/omc9rnh. 

 

This event follows the Oktoberfest dinner from last September and is the second church event 

planned by the newly formed Culinary Group. 

 

For more information, contact Barb Herring at bherring623@gmail.com or (402)-551-9610. 
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WHAT IS  

HOPE IN ACTION? 
 

Our church believes in community, and 

that is what Hope in Action, a sub-team 

of the Caring Team, is all about. Any 

one of us might need assistance, and we 

want to make it easier for you to ask for 

support and easier for you to offer              

support when others are in need. 

 

WHO IS SERVED? 

 

Church members, friends, regular                   

attendees and their spouses are eligible 

for assistance from Hope in Action. 

 

 

WHO CAN HELP? 

 

Everyone! Hope in Action is an                     

opportunity for everyone in our church 

community to support each other by 

sharing knowledge, skills and                 

resources.  

 

Hope In Action will use church                     

communications, including the Enews, 

to let our church community know when 

help is needed to respond to a request 

for support. And we will report back to 

the church community about how we 

were able to respond. All communica-

tion will be done in a manner that             

maintains the degree of confidentiality 

requested by the person seeking                    

assistance. 

 

 

WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE                      

EXPECTED? 

 

Hope in Action is there when people are 

dealing with a medical problem, need 

transportation or help around the house, 

can use assistance with referrals to          

social service agencies or just need 

someone to talk to about the ups and 

downs of life. Our response will vary 

depending on the type of support that is 

needed in our church community and 

what resources we have available.  

 

Although Hope in Action is not able to 

respond to emergencies, short-term                 

financial assistance may be available for 

lodging, food, clothing, medication, 

transportation and utilities. Financial 

disbursements are not made directly to 

the person making the request for              

assistance.  

 

 

HOW TO ASK FOR SUPPORT 

 

Requests for assistance must be made 

directly by the person needing help. 

Hope in Action does not respond to any 

anonymous or third-party requests for 

assistance. 

 

Here are the ways you can ask for                 

support from Hope in Action. You may 

send an email to                                          

hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org or use 

the Hope in Action link on the church 

website. You may call the church office 

and press ext. 105 to leave a telephone 

message for Hope in Action. Or, you 

may simply complete a Caring Card  

located in the church pews and place it 

in the designated box in the church           

foyer.  

 

WHO DECIDES WHAT SUPPORT 

WILL BE OFFERED? 

 

Hope in Action will use a team                  

approach, so at least three members of 

Hope in Action must participate in                 

determining the nature of the response.  
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WHAT IS                      

COMMUNITY 

MEALS? 
 

Community Meals is an outreach 

to people in need in our church's 

neighborhood.   

 

Every Saturday members of          

various "First" churches and  

others take turns providing a hot 

meal and groceries to those in 

need at First Baptist Church (our 

neighbor just one block east of 

our church). First Unitarian 

Church has been part of this               

effort for several years.   

 

Four times a year our church 

"caters"  and serves the meal and 

distributes the groceries              

provided by Trader Joe's                          

beginning between 10 and 

11am (based on the meal            

preparation time needed) and 

ending at 1pm. There are First 

Unitarian Church members who 

work at the site on a weekly            

basis and additional help is         

always welcome. We will serve 

twice in January —on January 3 

and January 31. Please see next 

page on how to sign up. 

 

Getting involved can be as              

simple as providing a pan of 

brownies or working in the              

serving line. Want to help? Call 

or email Diane Withem, 402-679

-8916, dianewithem@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org
mailto:dianewithem@gmail.com


  

 

Two Service Opportunities — 

Brought to You by Community 

Meals!   
 

1. Saturday, January 3rd at First Baptist 

Church 

Unitarians are heroes in our community! None 

of the other churches involved in Community 

Meals has been able to get a group together to 

serve the first Saturday in January—so we did!  

Thanks to your donations to Community Meals 

via "Share the Plate," it will be an easy meal— 

no prep, just salad to go with pizza we will 

purchase. We need 6 people to help serve/clean 

up and 6-8 to make cookies or bars.  Sign-up at 

coffee hour or email Diane Withem                      

dianewithem@gmail.com or call 402-679-

8916. 

 

2. Saturday, January 31st at First Baptist   

      Church 

Our annual chili for Community Meals takes 

place the Saturday following our annual church 

Chili Cook Off on January 31. Sign up to 

serve, make a pot of chili, or a dessert and keep 

the warmth going! There is often hamburger 

available to help in cutting costs. Just check 

with Diane. 

 

Sign up in the Common Room after services, 

go online here: http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0c4fa4af2fab9-community2, 

or call or email Diane 

dianewithem@gmail.com or 402-679-8916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Justice Fair  
Social Justice is at the heart of the many ways 

our membership engages within our Omaha 

community to make a difference.  

 

Please join us after each service on Sunday, 

February 15 to learn more about Social Justice 

and the outstanding efforts that are being               

undertaken by each of the social justice teams 

in our congregation. 

 

Learn about ways to get engaged with our            

existing teams and share your ideas and               

passions for new efforts that we can participate 

in. 

 

For more information prior to the fair, please 

contact Lori Hefeli at lhefeli@gmail.com or 

920-207-5206. 

 

 

OTOC News 
 January 2015 Environmental Sustainability  

Monthly Meeting 

Date: Monday, January 5, 2015 

Time: 7pm  

Where: First U in the Whitney Young Room 

 

The OTOC Environmental Sustainability Action 

Team will be having their monthly meeting on 

Monday, January 5, 2015. The team will be               

discussing the 2015 Nebraska  legislative session 

and possible environmental legislation that may be 

occurring during the 2015 session.  All are                 

welcome at the meeting. We hope that you come 

check us out. 

 

 

 

Mitten Tree 

Thank you to all who brought in mittens, gloves, 

hats, scarves and other winter apparel to decorate 

our holiday tree in the sanctuary during the month 

of December. (See photo at left.)  

 

Special thanks to Kay Lynn Goldner for dropping 

off these donations to the Stephen Center.  
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Holiday Dinner 
 

On Saturday, December 13, a festive setting greeted 

82 guests to the Common Room for the annual 

Holiday Dinner. Libations and conversation preceded 

the delicious meal catered by Attitude on 

Food.  Thanks to all attendees who shared wine, 

appetizers and dessert; special thanks to the 

Fellowship Team members who made the event 

possible. (Photos by Scott Kemper.)  
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Keynote Speakers: 

Rev. Marlin Lavanhar and 

Rev. Rosemary Bray McNatt 

 

One location: 

Marriott Hotel in Naperville, IL                           

(near Chicago) 

An entire weekend full of events for                    

everyone! 

“The ‘New’ in the New Era of Unitarian 

Universalism.” 
 

In addition to the two outstanding keynote 

speakers, there will be workshops addressing 

our theme,worship services, entertainment, 

and the Annual Business Meeting. 

 

For more information, please go to: 

http://midamericauua.org/events/ 

http://midamericauua.org/events/


  

 

The Women’s Alliance Education Fund 
 

The Women’s Alliance Scholarship Fund Committee has been revamped for the 2014/2015 season and every             

season hereafter. In previous years the Women’s Alliance would allocate funds for a scholarship for an individual 

from First or Second Unitarian wanting to continue his/her education with the transition from high school to                 

college. The WA has decided to broaden this fund, rename it, and incorporate criteria to attain funding for personal 

development. The name of the scholarship fund has changed to the Merritt Educational Fund. This fund’s purpose 

is to broaden personal development directly related to church functions. Some examples can include (but are not 

limited to): help with costs to attend General Assembly, Leadership School or Mid-America District meetings; 

broadening talent (musical, religious education, technical school, etc); or help with costs for a college course to            

further one’s education for career advancement. These are just examples. The WA team requires some criteria to 

apply for this educational fund.  

1. The recipient must be a First Unitarian contributing member or friend of the church 

2. Funding must be used for continuing education or for church-related activities 

3. An application must be submitted with the following information: what direction you are headed in and what 

the funds are for. Applications can be picked up in the mailroom of the church or by emailing Women’s            

Alliance at wa@firstuuomaha.org.  

 

 
 

 
 

The Women’s Alliance   

Bake Sale happened during 

both coffee hours on Sunday, 

November 23 and brought in 

$555 for the Women’s             

Alliance Education Fund. 

Thank you to everyone! 

(Photo collage by Kathi             

Oliver) 
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An Invitation to Super Slim Supper Club by Elaine Wells 
 

Four Thanksgiving meals added 4 pounds to my avoirdupois, so I hope to get back to my goal weight 

by inviting YOU to my house on Friday evenings in January for the Super Slim Supper Club.  Please 

bring a low-calorie dish to share and call me at 402-573-1702 so I'll know how many to prepare for. 
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Do You Shop on Amazon?  
 

Visit WWW.SMILE.AMAZON.COM and search for the “charity” First Unitarian Church 

of Omaha. Select First Unitarian as the charity you want to donate to and First Unitarian will  

receive 1%-10% back in donations.  

 

You can also use the AMAZON link at the bottom of First Unitarian’s webpage: 

www.firstuuomaha.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Unitarian has received $618.17 since January 1, 2014. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK 

YOU! Continue to shop on AMAZON and add to this total! 

 

 

 

 

Postcards and Notecards NOW AVAILABLE for purchase from the FUNdraising team. Two patterns 

to choose from. Available in packs of 3 or 5.  Visit the UUnique Boutique (NW Common Room                  

corner) to see the stationary and shop for wonderful, warm, hand-knitted gloves, hats and more by Jan 

Wilson, DRE! 

 

http://WWW.SMILE.AMAZON.COM
http://www.firstuuomaha.org
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Story of the Platte Discovery—Second Unitarian Offering  
 

Three hundred years ago a French explorer introduced Nebraska to Europe. Bourgemont traveled up the              

Missouri in 1714. He met the Otoe at the mouth of the Platte. They called the river Nibraskier, meaning  

“Flat Water.” Today, the river defines Nebraska. 

 

Who: Historian Harlan Seyfer, Speaker 

When: Tuesday, January 13, 1pm 

Where: Second Unitarian Church, 3012 So. 119th Street, (near 120th and Center) 

Sponsored by: Second Unitarian Retirees’ Group 

 

All are welcome! Second Unitarian Retirees’ Group meets monthly for socialization, fun, personal growth, 

and learning.  

 

Web Team Progress Report 
By Bill Ross, for the Web Team 

 

Most of the Web Team’s work has been behind the scenes recently. We hope that some of our progress will 

be unveiled in January, but few people have lost money by betting on a late delivery for an information                

technology milestone. Here is how things stand: 

 

We are in the process of changing our web technology. Our plan is to replace our existing Wix-based 

website with a new website based on WordPress. Both of these “content management systems” allow 

non-technical people to maintain an effective website, but our analysis led us to believe that Wix does 

not allow us to do all that we hope to do in the future. We chose to make the technology change now 

rather than to wait later when the conversion would be much larger. 
 

The team is currently learning and testing the WordPress technology. We expect to understand it  

pretty well in January and to begin training others on content management as well. Our goal is to 

move our existing website content over to the new platform by the end of January. We judge quality 

to be more important than speed when it comes to this milestone and we won’t make the move until 

we are comfortable that we are ready.   
 

The new website will look somewhat different than the existing website…but not materially so. It will 

also have essentially the same content although some of the wording will need to be adapted a bit to 

fit into a new menu structure. Think of this first iteration of the new website as a structural framework 

that we will then use to grow our content, add features, and adapt visually. 

 

We can use some help in January to proof read the new content to be sure that we transferred it correctly.            

We would also welcome anyone who wishes to help with future development of content. Send a note to 

webteam@firstuuomaha.org if you are interested. Going forward, we expect to work closely with the               

individual Ministry Teams to help them use the website to achieve their goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:webteam@firstuuomaha.org
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International Cowperson 

Chili Cook-Off 
January 24 - 6pm 

Food  
      Friends 
              Music      

Costumes 


