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Sunday Services — All are welcome

After the Sunday Service this month

Sunday, December 4 at 10:00am
“Changeful and Constant”
Rev. Frank Rivas
The opening paragraphs of the first Humanist Manifesto
refer to both “the changefulness of religious thought
throughout the centuries” and the observation that “religion
itself remains constant in its quest for abiding values.”
Music: The First Unitarian Choir led by William Miller;
accompanist, Elizabeth Kelly; organist, Pat Will.

Sunday, December 4 at 11:30am
Congregational Meeting
See page 7 for all the details.

Sunday, December 11 at 10:00am
Rev. Royal Carleton
“Commune. Union. Unity. Communion. Sacred.”
I am honored and grateful to be able to share the service on
the 11th of December. Words matter and I understand some
words, and rituals are safer for some than they are for
others. I recently returned from a trip to see family in
Albuquerque and I return to my beloved community to
share a gathering, formed at our table, in our church that
will allow each person to help feed the next what they are
hungry for. Especially in days and times like this, being
together in a community that is safer, in a community that
is understanding, and in a community that provides refuge
from those things that prevents us from being our best
selves, is important. Please join me on December 11th for
a very special day.
Music: The Early Morning Risers with Stan Harper.
Sunday, December 18 at 10:00am
“The Holy Family”
Rev. Frank Rivas
What if an ancient birth story was not about one particular
man, but instead about angels that herald the rebirth of love
in the lives we share with one another?
Music: The First Unitarian Choir led by William Miller;
accompanist, Elizabeth Kelly; organist, Pat Will.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Saturday, December 24 at 7:00pm
“Lessons and Carols”
The brass ensemble, the First Unitarian Choir, the Early
Morning Risers, organ, and candles remind us that even in
the darkest times hope is born in our lives. The Christmas
narrative will be read and interpreted with fresh eyes.
Sunday, December 25 at 10:00am
“A Quiet Christmas Morning”
Rev. Frank Rivas
A retreat from decorations, carols, and gift-giving to share
memories of Christmases past and to affirm that which is
reborn in us.
Music: Kabin and Mary Thomas.

Sunday, December 11 at 11:20am
Forum: Youth Emergency Services
Allison Brown-Corson from Youth Emergency Services will
present information about Y.E.S.
If we could author the life stories of our children, each
would have a happy beginning, happy middle and happy
ending. A little girl would grow up to dance with her dad at
her wedding. A young man would grin while his big sister
snapped photos at his graduation. Yet, for many young
people, their stories have chapters of tragedy, loss and grief.
For many young people, life on the streets has become a way
of life because of circumstances beyond their control. Youth
Emergency Services can help turn these horrific stories into
stories of hope and healing.
Sunday, December 18 at 11:20am
Forum: The Child of Promise: A Pagan Reflects on
Christmas
In this forum, Cassi Moucka will share her thoughts on
Christmas mythology and traditions from a Unitarian
Universalist Pagan perspective. There will be a short talk
followed by a discussion period.

Inclement Weather Cancellations
In the event of bad weather and service is
cancelled, the church office will email everyone on
our enews list, update the church webpage, post in
the church Facebook group and on the church
Facebook page. The church will also alert the local
news stations about the cancellation.
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Rev. Elations

Monthly Column from our Minister, Rev. Frank Rivas
The election results dealt many of us a serious blow, but we will survive. We survive, first, by loving and
supporting one another and, second, by getting on with our work. Our shared work is to create a more just
and compassionate nation for each of us—regardless of race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or
immigration status. Our work now is more important than ever.
At the same time, we need to attend to this beloved community. In the midst of the grief many of us feel, a
grief not unlike the death of a loved one, we are each a little more on edge, a little less tolerant of difference.
Healing happens best in loving community, a community that allows us to move through our grief in safety.
But right now almost all of us are grieving; there is no one to lean on but us. We each depend upon one
another to provide a safe environment.

At the first church I served, one of my congregants was a gifted, but severely depressed young man. He saw
a psychologist and was on medication, and he did experience moments of hope, but each was followed by
depression as deep as the one before. I enjoyed the walks we took together every few weeks. When I
returned from summer vacation, it was to lead his memorial service. His parents, normally compassionate
and balanced, were livid because they felt that I had abandoned their son by taking a vacation.
Months later, they apologized.
Grief takes hold of us. It takes a special effort to be gentle with one another during these times. May we find
the love and safety that we need to heal here, at our church. And may we each work to create that love and
safety.
Blessings,
Frank

2016 KIOS Bundled Donations
This year, KIOS bundled contributions totaled $3,735, for which First Unitarian Church will be acknowledged as
underwriter a total of 114 times in 2017 on Morning Edition, which airs M-F, 6-9 a.m, All Things Considered, which
airs M-F, 3-5:30 p.m., Wait, Wait...Don’t tell me!, which airs Sat., 10-11 a.m., and Prairie Home Companion, which
airs Sat., 4-7 p.m.
Thank you to these members and friends who have been so generous in their support!:
Jaime Alexander -- Dean Christensen -- Sharon Conlon
Sheri Conner -- Beth Conover -- Kim Dunovan and Jerre Tritsch
Stephen Eytalis -- Laurie and Todd Gift -- Kate and Bruce Godfrey
Larry Goeser -- Kay Lynn and John Goldner -- Mary Green
Lana Hammel -- Sandy and Tony Host -- John and Linda Hruska
Anne and Ron Knapp -- Clyde Kramer -- Dixie Lemon
Mark Loscutoff -- Harriet Major -- Donna Neff and Walt Jesteadt
Lois Norris -- Bob Perrin -- Catherine Plumlee
Carol and Floyd Prine -- Dave Richardson -- Barb and Bill Ross
John Wagner and Carolyn McNamara -- Cy Wakeman
Janet West -- Diane and Ron Withem
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CommUUnity Night
Friday, Dec. 2 at 5:30pm in the
Common Room. If you haven’t participated before, CommUUnity Night is a
fun, laid-back all church event. We
gather for a potluck of side items (the
main dish will be provided by R.E.)
and we don't worry about who is
bringing what. If you can't bring anything or you are feeling too rushed to
grab or make something last minute
COME ANYWAY! There’s always
plenty of food and what we really want
is YOUU! We will NOT meet in
January so come in December!

Community Meals
Saturday, Dec. 3 at First Baptist. Help
us serve a meal to our neighbors. See
page 6 for details.
Teams Meeting
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 2pm in the
Common Room. All team leaders and
church members invited to come.
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 11:30am in the
sanctuary. This meeting will discuss
the one-service format, the timing of
the Sunday service and forum, and will
address sanctuary windows that are in
need of repair. See page 7 for the complete meeting announcement.
People’s Film Festival
Monday, Dec. 5 at 7pm in the
Common Room. We will only meet
once in December. Movie: 13th—a
film about the 13th Amendment and a
little known clause that allowed so
much pain and suffering. Combining
archival footage with testimony from
activists and scholars, director Ava
DuVernay's examination of the U.S.
prison system looks at how the country's history of racial inequality drives
the high rate of incarceration in America. Just one little example of our prison system: in Rickers Island, NY 80%
of the inmates have not been convicted
of any crime yet these inmates have
suffered, torture, beatings, and even
death.
BLM Book Discussion Group
Monday, Dec. 5 at 7pm in the Whitney
Young Classroom. We will explore the
book Waking Up White and Finding
Myself in the Story of Race by Debby

Church Events

Irving. Go to this webpage for info: http://www.debbyirving.com/thebook/. Amazon link: https://
www.amazon.com/Waking-WhiteFinding-Myself-Story/dp/0991331303.
Examined Life Group
Tuesdays, Dec. 6 and 20 at 7pm in the
Merritt Lounge. There is room for two
or three additional persons. It is a
group determined to become
democratic with each participant
presenting a topic related to how we
assess ourselves personally and as
members of society. The ultimate aim
is to foster mutual understanding
among ourselves and the others
attending. We meet the first and third
Tuesdays. Interested? Contact Jack at
jackheidel@yahoo.com.
Holiday Dinner
Saturday, Dec. 10. Reservations are
required by December 1. Go here for
the form: http://
www.firstuuomaha.org/events/holidaydinnerWomen’s Alliance
Monday, Dec. 12 at 6:30 in the
Common Room. Women, and those
who identify as women, are invited to
attend the Woman’s Alliance Holiday
Get-Together. The evening begins
with socializing at 6:30pm. At 7pm,
we’ll enjoy heavy appetizers and
desserts. Our annual “white elephant”
gift exchange will begin around 8pm.
Please bring an appetizer or dessert
and a wrapped gift. Re-gifting is
strongly encouraged. Alliance asks for
a $15 donation which goes to the
Merritt Education Fund. (First time
attendees will be guests of the
Alliance.)
This year we will collect towels and
washcloths for the Refugee Empowerment Center. Please bring an
unwrapped towel to help this
organization. The mission of the
Refugee Empowerment Center is to
resettle and empower refugees to
become more self-sufficient through
direct services and educational
programs. RSVP by Dec. 9 via phone:
402-214-2718 or RSVP via email:
kathryn.lewis.kl@gmail.com.When
making your reservation, indicate
whether you’re bringing an appetizer
or a dessert.

The Women’s Religious Study
Covenant Group
Thursday, Dec. 15 at 1pm in the
Merritt Lounge. Marcia Leise will
facilitate Chapter 12, “Spiritual Garage
Sale” in Listening Hearts. All selfidentified women are welcome. If you
are interested in joining us, please
contact Harriet Major at 402-3910248 or hmajor323@cox.net.
Young Adult Game Night
Saturday, Dec. 17 at 6:30pm in the
Common Room. Join the young adults
for some fun and games. No need to
RSVP. Just show up!
Arts and Crafts Night
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 7pm in the
Common Room. Bring your current
project and supplies and join us for
some artistic fellowship! Contact Kate
Godfrey at coachkate@cox.net or 402880-1327 for details.
First Steps Class
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 11:15am in the
Whitney Young Room. Gather at the
visitors table in the Common Room.
You’re invited to join us as we gather
together to get acquainted with the
basics of Unitarian Universalism and
our vibrant community. We look forward to discussing the unique
opportunities offered by First
Unitarian Church of Omaha.
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Church Events Continued...

Board Talk Back
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 11:00am in the
Common Room. The church board
wants to hear from you and will have a
table set up in the Common Room to
discuss issues that are important to you
and the congregation. Note: this month
we will meet on the 3rd Sunday due to
the holiday.
Community Meals
Saturday, Dec. 24 at First Baptist.
Help us serve a meal to our neighbors.
See page 6 for details.

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Saturday, Dec. 24 at 7pm. See page 2
for more information.
Omaha Polyamory Discussion
Group
Monday, Dec. 26 at 7pm in the
Common Room. We meet every fourth
Monday from 7pm-9pm.We invite any
who embrace and support ethical nonmonogamy-based loving relationships.
We strive to offer a safe place to meet
and discuss topics, issues, and hardships we face as polyamorous
individuals and families. If you have
any questions, please contact Susan at
iamdosh@msn.com.
Taoism Discussion Group
Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 6:30pm in the
Common Room. Join us to discuss anything and everything related to Taoism!
As Taoism is best understood through
practice rather than theory, the goal of
this group is to provide a participatory
space to explore how Taoism is applied
in daily life, with an emphasis on
experience. With our direct experiences as a reference point, we can then
delve into the main texts of Taoism.
This group will be led by Geoff
Erikson, gerickson03@yahoo.com.

Recurring Events

Women's Religious Studies Group
This group meets every Thursday,
except for the 3rd week of the month at
1pm in the Merritt Lounge. New
members welcome. Our book is The
Battle for God by Karen Armstrong.
For information, please contact Rae at
raeb1@hotmail.com. Does not meet on
Dec. 22 or Dec. 29.
Lunch With the Minister
Thursdays at 11:30am in the Common
Room. All are invited to join Rev.
Frank for a “bring your own brown bag
lunch.” No RSVP required. We will
not meet Dec. 22 and Dec. 29.
Dungeons and Dragons Group
Meeting
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each
month in the Common Room at noon.
All D&D role players are invited. If
you have questions, contact Roman at
rmnoriega1@cox.net, 402-769-4260.
Bridge Group
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each
month in the Conference Room at
11:30am. If you've played before, come
for some entertainment and time at the
game table. Novices welcome too.
Contact Scott Kemper at
scott.kemper@gmail.com. Does not
meet on Sunday. Dec. 25.
Young Adult Discussion Group
Calling all people aged 18-35 within
this age range. We'll be covering any
topic that we think is relevant to who
we are and our lives. Usually we meet
after service at Delice on the first
Sunday of month, but due to the
Congregational Meeting in December,
we are choosing a different date. Please
contact Anne at torimuse@gmail.com
for details. Info will be posted in the
enews.
CUUPS Book Study Group:
12 Wild Swans
8:45am on the 3rd Sunday of the month
in the Merritt Lounge. CUUPS will
lead a book study on The 12 W ild
Swans: A Journey to the Realm of
Magic, Healing and Action (available
from Amazon & other sellers). In this
book, renowned leaders in the Wicca

movement use a fairy tale to teach
about the "reclaiming" model of witchcraft that blends magic, personal
growth.
Drop–In Meditation
Tuesday mornings between 8am and
9am. Come to relax, breathe, or just
enjoy some peace and quiet in our
beautiful sanctuary. This is very informal, with people arriving and leaving
at different times, so bring your fob to
let yourself in. If you need a fob, please
contact the church office at
admin@firstuuomaha.org.

Upcoming Events
Save the Date: The Tolerant Atheist
Group is Now Called AHA
(Agnostics, Humanists, Atheists.”
AHA will not meet in December.
The next meeting will be on Thursday,
Jan. 12 at 7pm in the Common Room.
For those interested in “bring your own
dinner,” doors open at 6pm. At this
AHA meeting, our Minister Emeritus
Ron Knapp will give a presentation
entitled “Of Life Immense: The Humanism of Walt Whitman.” Save the
date!
Save the Date: Chili Cook Off
Saturday, Jan. 21 at 6pm in the
Common Room. Our annual Chili
Cook Off is always a fun time! Look
for information in future enews and the
next issue of The Flame.
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Ways to Help
Community Meals in December
Every Saturday our church preps and serves lunch for those in need at First Baptist Church. In December, First
Unitarian has signed up for two dates. On Saturday, Dec. 3, we will make Christmas casserole. We need
volunteers to help make casseroles. We also need helpers to set up and serve. On Saturday, Dec. 24, we will
serve pizza and salad. We need Christmas cookie bakers and volunteers for that date. If you can help with
either date, please contact Diane at dianewithem@gmail.com.
Women's Alliance Holiday Collection
The Women's Alliance will collect towels and washcloths for Refugee Empowerment Center. Starting in
December, a gift-wrapped holiday box will be placed in the Common Room to receive your donations. Please
bring an unwrapped towel to help this organization. The mission of the Refugee Empowerment Center is to
resettle and empower refugees to become more self-sufficient through direct services and educational programs.
Questions? Contact Kathi at kathryn.lewis.kl@gmail.com.
Clair Memorial United Methodist Church Christmas Giveaway
First Unitarian Church’s Sister Church will be holding its Christmas Giveaway on Friday, December 9 7am to
7pm and Saturday, December 10 7am to 11:30pm. This is a giveaway for the church’s neighbors who live in the
56th Street and Ames Avenue area. All household goods and gently used clothes are welcome. Of particular
need are children’s and men’s clothes. Gently used and new children’s books, puzzles, and toys will be
appreciated. Please drop off items at Clair Memorial Church, 5544 Ames Avenue, Wednesday, December 7
and Thursday, December 8: 5:30pm to 7pm. Questions? Call Janet West 402-598-8230 or
email jmasonwest77@yahoo.com.
Streaming Services
We are looking for a few more volunteers to help us stream our service online. Check it out here: http://
www.firstuuomaha.org/streaming-video. If you are comfortable with an iPhone or iPad, you can be trained.
Please contact the church office at admin@firstuuomaha.org today.

Automatic Contributions—Electronic Funds Transfer
Did you know that you can have your contributions to the church made automatically? Electronic fund
transfer will allow you to designate the amount of the money to be transferred biweekly or monthly from your
bank account to the church’s account. Your bank statement will provide an itemized list of the
transactions. The contribution statement you receive from the church periodically will show each
contribution as well.

It’s easy to start automatic contributions! You only need to complete and sign a form and then return it to
the church office along with a sample voided check. Please contact the church for the form or just click here.
You can start the process any time. After that your contributions will be automatic. They will continue until you
notify us to stop. Thank you for your generosity! Questions? Contact our treasurer Walt Jesteadt by
emailing him at treasurer@firstuuomaha.org.

THE FLAME | FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA |FIRSTUUOMAHA.ORG 7

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 4, 2016 at 11:30am
First Unitarian Church of Omaha will have a congregational meeting on Sunday, December 4th at 11:30am. This
meeting will consider two issues.
The first issue is whether the church should continue with the one-service format on Sunday mornings or return to
two services. This will include discussion of whether forums should continue at 11:20am, after the Sunday service,
or be moved to before the Sunday service. We will also discuss the addition of the "Story of All Ages" during the
worship service. Church members should remember to vote on these issues based on what is best for the entire
congregation. Leaders and members with specific duties on Sunday mornings are invited to speak at the meeting
about how the outcomes affect their functions.
The second issue is whether to approve money to repair the sanctuary windows which urgently need repair. We
need a quorum present (20%) of our members to spend church funds over $15,000, so we need authorization to
spend whatever funds are necessary from the Preserve Our Building fund and other church accounts. Please plan to
attend on December 4th.
Everyone’s feedback is welcome at any time before the December 4th meeting. Please seek out Kabin Thomas or
Alan Vovolka after church, or whenever convenient, to discuss the one-service experiment. You may also email the
entire board at board@firstuuomaha.org. The next board talk back is scheduled after the service on Sunday, Nov.
27 in the southeast corner of the Common Room. Board members wear blue ribbons so they are easy to identify.
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting on Sunday, December 4th.

New Black Lives Matter Sign at Church
“When they go low, we go high. Literally. We had to affix our BLM banner high on the building because the first
one was vandalized and the second was stolen.” Photo and quote by church member, Cassi Moucka.
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A Note from Jan, Director of Religious Education
The students in Religious Education class are learning about mindfulness in the Buddhist tradition. I hope that we can
help them be mindful of the ever-present need to show compassion to all.
Hopefully we can shelter them from the anxiety we as adults feel for politics that seem to defy our UU values. We
rededicate ourselves to teaching the inherent worth and dignity of every person and to stand for the preservation of the
Earth. It has been a stunning awakening to discover that our cherished beliefs are not everyone’s priority.
Each of us must do the work where our talents and gifts lead us. I know I speak for the dedicated teachers who pass
the meaning of our tradition to the next generation, that we are resolute in our mission to stand for kindness and
compassion. As ever, we can appreciate the value of learning about cultures in the world to foster understanding
rather than fear.
Jan Wilson, DRE

———————————————————————————————————————————

What Does the Board Do?
The board of our church is a group of eight people nominated by our Nominating Team and elected by our congregation whose function is to keep the church on track with our mission and forms our vision for our future. It also
includes our minister and our church administrator as non-voting members. It is the board’s function to insure that we
stay true to what the congregation identifies as their values and their reasons for belonging to our church. In most
churches that is called a mission statement. Our mission statement also serves as a reminder of why we exist and how
we identify ourselves to visitors and our larger community.

It is also the board’s function to protect and allocate the financial resources of our church and to make major decisions
that are consistent with the well-being of our community, our values and our physical space. The board also receives
regular reports on the major activity and staffing of our church and initiates major projects that are consistent with our
mission. We also solve major policy or by-law problems that arise over specific situations that are problematic or need
attention or are a by-product of expanding our membership or our vision. We also evaluate the role of the minister and
the well being of the congregation and assess what areas need change or attention.
All members and friends are welcome at all of our board meetings. The last Sunday of every month our Board
members wear blue ribbons and are available for discussion or questions at our board talk back in the Common Room.
(In December, the board talk is schedule for Sunday, Dec. 18 due to the holiday).

What Does the Ministry Team Council (MTC) Do?
These are three members elected by the group of volunteer teams and the board and the congregation. It also includes
our church administrator, our minister and our director of religious education as non-voting members. The responsibilities involve support and help to all the volunteer teams in our church, and the allocation of staff, volunteer and
financial resources for our activities. The MTC is also the group that serves to problem solve most of the issues that
come up in the church. This group is the nuts and bolts of how our church functions and the decisions that need to be
made routinely as well as special events. This is a time-consuming, large job with authority to make difficult decisions
about allocation of resources at the same time remaining true to the mission of our church as we define it.
The MTC also sets the agenda for the larger Teams Meeting which is held every two months and is a meeting of all
the volunteers and team leaders that can attend.
Catharine Dixon, our church administrator is the person who discerns whether an issue belongs to the MTC or the
board and she consults with the minister or the board president if it is unclear.
Jackie Anderegg, President
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Women’s Alliance Bake Sale
The Women’s Alliance would like to thank everyone who contributed
to our annual pre-Thanksgiving Day bake sale! It was a success!!
Because of your generous donations, the bake sale received an
additional $548.33 for the Women’s Alliance Merritt
Education Fund.
This fund’s purpose is to broaden personal development directly
related to church functions. Some examples can include (but are not
limited to): help with costs to attend General Assembly, Leadership
School, Mid-America District meetings; broadening talent (musical,
religious education, technical school, etc); or help with costs for a
college course to further one’s education for career advancement.
Thank you to all who baked, purchased, volunteered, mingled, and
purchased again!! And a special THANKS to John Wagner for being
our trusty cashier again!

Team Fair 2016—Sunday, November 13th

Photos by Bob Hess
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“Democracy, Humanity and Unitarianism; Past and Present”
(in two parts)
By Dave Richardson

The imminent changes in leadership in our nation have caused considerable angst and anger especially
among people of our faith. The first Sunday Service after the election saw the greatest turnout in recent
memory. Our collective feelings were palpably evident. It is not surprising that a church that cherishes
democratic values as much as we do would feel as if these values are being replaced by demagoguery,
xenophobia and misogyny.
Merely accepting the outcome of a vote does not address the question of the key values of democracy at
stake in the next few years. These values inherent in democracy are of greater significance. A quick look at
our seven principles illustrates those values. Our fifth principle in particular speaks to this “The right of
conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large.” For
many years UUs have stood up for democratic principles against forces that would suppress or ignore these
values.
Two books I have read recently call attention to these battles. They are Defying the Nazis; The Sharp’s War
by Artemis Joukowsky and The Selma A wakening by Mark Morrison-Reed. Both of these books are about
the efforts of Unitarian ministers and laypersons who actively defied the darker forces present in their time.
These books also brought to mind the stories of a number of ministers and members of First Unitarian who
took up the cause of resistance to the forces of fascism and oppression.
This two-part series will deal with the role that some of our own ministers and members played during two
critical eras. This article will focus on the 1930s and 40s and the buildup to WWII. The next installment
will deal with the 1950s and 60s and the struggles for Civil Rights.

Part I – Unitarians Respond to the Rise of Fascism in Europe and in the US.
Churchill called this period “The Gathering Storm,” Poet W.H. Auden called the 1930s “a low dishonest
decade” both were correct in their own way. Many Americans were content to focus on economic recovery
at home while ignoring the evils of Fascism in Europe. The American Unitarian Association (now the
UUA) however, took a strong stance against the Fascist regimes in Italy and Germany, especially the policy
of appeasing Hitler. The story of how Reverend Waitstill Sharp and his wife Martha were sent to
Czechoslovakia in 1938 to help refugees escape is a testament of courage and commitment told in the Ken
Burns’ documentary, Defying the Nazis: the Sharps’ War based on the book of the same name.
Unitarians across the land were active in expressing anti-fascist views through word and deed. Our church
had its share of outspoken critics of totalitarianism.
In his report to the congregation dated February 12, 1941, ten months before America’s entrance into
WWII, Reverend Miller spoke of the country being at “the crossroads of time” he further noted that;
The world is divided as it has not been in our lifetime. The precious values of freedom are at
stake for great masses of mankind. We have entered upon a time that will make heavy
demand of us all. These demands need to be met with increased devotion and fidelity to what
we most deeply believe. Our church symbolizes these beliefs.
He closed by stating that when sitting in a pew next to a neighbor on Sunday we should be reminded;
I am here because I am determined that the spiritual heritage of America – freedom to
worship; freedom to think; freedom to live as a decent self-respecting person not be denied
us. Not if I can help it.
(continued on next page)
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His call to steadfast support of democratic values still resonates today. Reverend Miller acted upon his
words when he left us a year later to serve as a chaplain in WWII. He was one of three ministers at First
Unitarian to volunteer as chaplains. The others were Rev. Charles Phillips (1956-60) and Rev. Robert
Weston (1960-1964.) Next month we will look at the work of these two plus two others; Reverend John
Cyrus and Reverend Vester Vanstrom in the 1950s and 60s focusing on the struggles for Civil Rights.

The sanctuary on Sunday, November 13 of this year. Over 180 people were in attendance.
Photo by Bob Perrin.
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Hope in Action

Our church believes in community, and
that is what Hope in Action, a sub-team
of the Caring Team, is all about. Any
one of us might need assistance, and we
want to make it easier for you to ask for
support and easier for you to offer
support when others are in need.
WHO IS SERVED?
Church members, friends, regular
attendees and their spouses are
eligible for assistance from Hope in
Action.
WHO CAN HELP?
Everyone! Hope in Action is an
opportunity for everyone in our church
community to support each other by
sharing knowledge, skills and resources.
Hope in Action will use church
communications, including the enews,
to let our church community know
when help is needed to respond to a
request for support. And we will report
back to the church community about
how we were able to respond. All communication will be done in a manner
that maintains the degree of confidentiality requested by the person
seeking assistance.
WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE
EXPECTED?
Hope in Action is there when people
are dealing with a medical problem,
need transportation or help around the
house, can use assistance with referrals
to social service agencies or just need
someone to talk to about the ups and
downs of life. Our response will vary
depending on the type of support that is
needed in our church community and
what resources we have available.
Although Hope in Action is not able to
respond to emergencies, short-term financial assistance may be available for
lodging, food, clothing, medication,
transportation and utilities. Financial
disbursements are not made directly to
the person making the request for
assistance.

HOW TO ASK FOR SUPPORT
Requests for assistance must be made
directly by the person needing help.
Hope in Action does not respond to any
anonymous or third-party requests for
assistance.
Here are the ways you can ask for
support from Hope in Action. You may
send an email to
hopeinaction@firstuuomaha.org or use
the Hope in Action link on the church
website. You may call the church office
and press ext. 105 to leave a telephone
message for Hope in Action. Or, you
may simply complete a Caring Card
located in the church pews and place it
in the box in the church foyer.
WHO DECIDES WHAT
SUPPORT WILL BE
OFFERED?
Hope in Action will use a team
approach, so at least three members of
Hope in Action must participate in
determining the nature of the
response.

reimbursed for money you spend
making food for one of our meals
or you may choose to donate it. If
you have questions or would like to
sign-up to cook, serve, or clean-up,
please contact Diane.
Thanks!
Diane Withem,
dianewithem@gmail.com
Community Meals Leader

Share the Plate This
Month

Each month one-half of the loose
currency collected in the offering
plate is donated to a cause that advances important principles of
Unitarianism. Our Share the Plate
recipient for December is our own
Partner Church. See pages 14-17
for more information.

Change for Change

Each week generous people put
change in the collection plate. This
change goes to the Sunday School
Every Saturday churches in our area
kids who decide what to do with the
join together to cook a meal, serve their money. In the past they have helped
neighbors and bring a sense of
Community Meals and International
community to our neighborhood at
Bridges for Justice. The kids are now
First Baptist Church (401 Park Ave).
donating this change to the NeighborFirst Unitarian Church has committed
hood Ministry Team, which purchasto the following Saturdays for
es bus tickets and food cards and
Community Meals this month:
gives out blessings bags to people
who come to the church door from
December 3
our area. Your change makes a
December 24
difference! Thank you for your
generosity!
We will need people to help with
desserts, cooking, serving and cleaning
up. See page 6 for more information
about the meals in December.

Community Meals

Save these dates below! In January
2017 we will serve the meal for
Community Meals on these dates:
January 7
January 28
Did you know? You may be
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Holiday Shopping?
Do You Shop on Amazon?
Follow this link to www.smile.amazon.com and
when you make a purchase, Amazon will donate a
percentage to First Unitarian Church of Omaha
through the AmazonSmile program.
Steps:
1. Visit www.smile.amazon.com
2. Search for First Unitarian Church of Omaha then
select the organization's name. Be sure to confirm
you are selecting the correct organization, as many
charitable organizations have similar names. Or just
use this direct link:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-0388142
3. Add items to your cart and pay.
It's That Easy!
When you shop at AmazonSmile, you'll find the
exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping as Amazon.com with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of
the purchase price to First Unitarian Church of
Omaha.
You use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List,
wedding or baby registry, and other account
settings are also the same.
Questions? Contact Donna at neffd@cox.net.

Halloween Heart & Hand Auction
a Big Success!
By Donna Neff, Auction Chair

Auction Outcome: The 2016 Hear t & Hand Auction
on October 28th was both FUN and a FUNdraising
success! About 100 adults and youth, many in
costume, crowded into the Common Room to enjoy the
Fall Favorites Potluck, while 22 younger children and 8
childcare workers had Halloween fun and food in the
classrooms. Generous donors provided 178 tempting
auction items, which enthusiastic bidders purchased to
raise over $14,000 for the church operating budget
(when Auction bills are paid)! This will put us most of
the way to this year's FUNdraising goal of $17,000.
Just as important, the Auction continues to fuel community building in the church with all the social events.
Auction Eve: The talented Kabin Thomas kept us on
track and laughing as our MC and Auctioneer, assisted
by Mary Thomas and Donna Neff. Early-Bird raffle
winners, Denise Allain and Lois Norris, got to race up
to the Silent Auction ahead of the crowd, and Brenda
Everson-Weisman won the giant Craz-"C" Container
raffle. Lots of folks left with door prizes. Winners of the
costume contest were Kabin and Mary Thomas (Disco
Duo-1st), Jack Perry (Aging Rock Star-2nd) and Kate
and Bruce Godfrey (The Costume Box-3rd), with many
other creative contenders.
Post-Auction website: A Post-Auction website,
accessed through the church website, has more Auction
information, including opportunities to snag any unsold
items and remaining seats for events. It also has a
calendar of Auction events, and recognition of the many
hard-working volunteers who made it all happen.
Bills and Post-Auction Follow-up: Both buyer s and
donors should have received email or paper summaries
mid-November. Please pay auction bills as soon as
possible (saving the expense of mor e stamps). To set
up a series of payments, just let us know. There will be
regular follow-up to help assure all these wonderful
events and items purchased are enjoyed. For any
auction-related issues or questions, please email
auction@firstuuomaha.org or call Donna at (402-6993183).
Again—on behalf of the FUNdraising Team and our
church—THANK YOU to all who participated!
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December is
“Partner Church
Month” at
First Unitarian
Church
Do you know that First Unitarian
Church has had a Partner Church in
the Unitarian village of Firtosmartanos, Transylvania, Romania since
1992? In that year, Mary Jo and
Mike Stoll were the first members
of our church to visit the
village. This visit took place only
two years after the Romanian
dictator, Nicolae Ceasuescu, had
threatened to bulldoze these
extremely poor Unitarian
agricultural villages. In December
1989, Ceasuescu was
assassinated. In January 1990, a
delegation of American UnitarianUniversalists traveled to
Transylvania to meet with
Transylvanian Unitarian
ministers. Many of the Unitarian
villages were then partnered with
American Unitarian churches so
that the American churches could
augment the ministers’ salaries and
repair and preserve the village
churches —many of which date
back to before the Reformation.
In 1993, when Rev. Ron Knapp
(now the First Unitarian Church
Minister Emeritus) led a group from
First Unitarian Church of Omaha to
Firtosmartonos, none of village
houses had indoor bathrooms or
kitchen appliances. There was only
one road, unpaved, through the
village and one village phone that
hung outside the general store. No
one in the village owned a car.
First Unitarian Church began
provided funds to supplement the
village minister’s meager salary and
to help maintain and preserve the
village church and parsonage.

In 2005, 12 members and friends of
our church visited the village. They
were warmly greeted, just like
relatives, by the village
residents. The residents shared their
traditions of communal bread
making, sheep milking, cheese
making, and producing palinka, the
powerful plum-based alcohol. The
village blacksmith demonstrated his
skills of making horseshoes and
other iron products that are needed
in an agricultural village. The highlight of the visit was being a part of
the village harvest ball. The village
young people, dressed in traditional
Hungarian costumes, performed
Hungarian dances. A local band
played so all could dance.
During the village stay, the Omaha
visitors met with the village church
board and asked how First Unitarian
Church could best help the
villagers. The answer was to
provide scholarship money for the
village young people. The Romania
government pays for a high school
student’s educational cost regardless as to whether the student
attends a public school or a private/
denominational school. At that time,
most of the village high schoolers
were attending a Unitarian high
school in a nearby city. Because of
the distance to the city and the lack
of transportation, the students had to
board at the school. The scholarship
money from First Unitarian Church
paid a portion of the teens’ room
and board costs.
Today, more than half of the village
high schoolers are attending public boarding high school in
cities two hours from the
village. Two of the ten students who
are receiving financial assistance
from our church are in professional
school—one medicine and the other
law. This year, the average cost for
room, board, transportation, and
books is $1,110 for these students.

Since 2005, the Partner Church
Team has provided a total of $1,200
of scholarship money each year
which works out to $120 per
student. $400 of the $1,200 is
donated by the Women’s
Alliance. If possible, the Partner
Church Team would like to double
the scholarship money to $2,400.
Since 2000, the Partner Church
Team has also been sending $1,320
per year to subsidize the minister’s
salary and to help maintain the
village parsonage and church. The
village church is 110 years old and
badly in need of repair and
maintenance. Since the minister’s
income has increased and the
parsonage has gone under major
modernization, the Partner Church
Team has indicated to Rev. Katalin
that all of the $1,320 should be used
to stabilize the church building.
Since 2005, members and friends of
First Unitarian Church have visited
Firtosmartonos six times. The most
recent trip was during the summer
of 2016 when Nancy Scott,
Kandelyn Scott, and Janet West
toured many of the historic
Unitarian sites in Transylvania and
visited our Unitarian cousins in the
village. The Omaha visitors
celebrated the 110th anniversary of
the village church with the village
Unitarians.
In October 2013, Rev. Katalin and
her husband, Boti, visited the
members and friends of First
Unitarian Church in
Omaha. In February 2017,
Rev. Katalin will again be visiting
Omaha and the members and
friends of First Unitarian Church.
More information about this visit
will be in the January 2017
Flame. The next trip to
Transylvania will likely be in 2018.

continued on next page
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During Partner Church month
(December), the Partner Church
Team is asking the members and
friends of First Unitarian Church to
contribute to the Partner Church
Fund by writing a check made out
to the First Unitarian Church of
Omaha and writing “Partner Church
Fund” on the memo line.
These donations can be placed in a
pew envelope and put in the
offering plate or sent to the church
office. The goal of this fundraiser is
$4,000.

Please note:
None of the donations to the
Partner Church Fund over the
years has ever been used to
subsidize the cost of the trips to
Transylvania by members and
friends of First Unitarian
Church.
Please see pages 16 and 17 in this
newsletter for the list of students
First Unitarian will help in the
coming year.

Picture to the top right: The Partner
Church in Firtosmartanos,
Transylvania, Romania
Pictured to the bottom right: A
group of members from both
churches in front of the Partner
Church.
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Meet the Young People
Meet the young people of Firtosmartosmartonos,
Transylvania, Romania who are recipients of scholarships
which are sent each year from the members and friends of
First Unitarian Church of Omaha.
In Romania, educational expenses are paid by the government whether the students are attending a public or private/
denominational school. Most of the young of the village of
Firtosmartonos must board in cities that are a few hours
from their homes. The scholarship money sent from
Omaha helps to pay for room, board, transportation, and
school supply expenses of the village’s young people. The
expenses have been converted to dollars from Euros.

DALMA SZENTPALI
University – Medical school
Year in school: Sixth and final year
Age: 25 years old
Post-medical school plans: Studying to be
a neurologist
Favorite subjects: Neurology psychology
What scholarship money is used for:
Medical books
Favorite non-school activities: Reading
medical books and being with my friends
Room and Board: $54 per month; $648 per year
Transportation: $45 per month; $540 per year
Books: $360 per year
Total: $1,548
Personal message: Thank you; hope we will meet someday.
SZERENKE SZENTPALI
Year in Law School: Second
Age: 20 years old
Post-law school plans: Becoming a notary
and eventually a lawyer
Favorite subjects: Constitutional law, civil
law, comparative law, criminal law
Favorite non-school activities:
Participating in organizations, reading
Scholarship money is used for: books
Room and Board: $54 per month; $648 per year
Transportation: $45 per month; $540 per year
Books: $180 per year
Total: $1,368
Personal message: Thank you very much for the money.
You helped me to buy the books. Best wishes.
ROZALIA-NOEMI VAS
School Attending: Public vocational
school in Székelyudvarhely
Grade in school/Age: 10th / 16
Post-high school plans: Going to the
university.
Favorite courses: Hungarian, English.
Favorite activities: Playing sports.
What scholarship money is used for:
Learning materials and other things I need for school.

Room and Board: $88 per month; $880 per school year
Transportation: $20 per month; $200 per school year
Books: $20 per year
Total: $1,100
Personal message: Thank you for the aid. It is very good
for me. Best wishes.
ARPAD VAS
School Attending: Public vocational
school in Székelyudvarhely
Grade in school: 9th
Age: 15 years old
Post-high school plans: No plans yet.
Favorite courses: Physical education.
Favorite activities: Playing the guitar.
What scholarship money is used for:

Boarding costs.
Room and Board: $88 per month; $880 per school year
Transportation: $20 per month; $200 per school year
Books: $20 per school year
Total: $1,100
Personal message: Thank you for your help.

ATTILA SZASZ
School: Public technical high school in
Székelyudvarhely (Odorheiu Secuiesc)
Grade in school: 12th
Age: 18 years old
Post-high school plans:
Attend a University.
Favorite courses: Physics, mathematics,
and chemistry.
Favorite activities: Reading, European football, and skiing
What scholarship money is used for: I used the scholarship
to buy school supplies and clothes to start school.
Room and Board: $88 per month; 880 per school year
Transportation: $38 per month; $380 per school year
Books: $38 per school year
Total: $1,298
Personal message: Thanks to the sponsors of the
scholarships.

BEATA KIBEDI
School: Unitarian High School in
Szekelykeresztur (Cristuru Secuiesc)
Year in school: 12th
Age: 18 years old.
Post-high school plans: Attend university
to study theology or education.
Favorite courses: History, English, and
Hungarian.
Favorite activities: Reading, walking, spending time with
friends.
What the scholarship is used for: Learning materials
Room and Board: $88 per month; 880 per school year
Transportation: $20 per month; $200 per school year
Books: $25 per school year
Total: $1,105
Personal message: Thank you so much. The aid is very
good for me. Best wishes.
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Meet the Young People Continued
Noémi Tímea FULOP
School: National College High School in
Segesvar (Sighisoara)
Grade in school: 9th
Age: 15 years old
Post-high school plans: No plans yet.
Favorite courses: English, German,
physics, history, gym.
Room and Board: $113 per month;
$1,130 per school year
Transportation: $50 per month; $500 per school year
Books: $25 per school year
Total: $1,655
LEVENTE FULOP
School: National College High School in
Segesvar (Sighisoara).
Grade in school: 9th
Age: 15 years old
Post-high school plans: No plans yet.
Favorite courses: English, German,
physics, history, gym.
Favorite activities: Wood carving, sports.
Room and Board: $113 per month; $1,130 per school year
Transportation: $50 per month; $500 per school year
Books: $25 per school year
Total: $1,655

DORA KELEMEN
School: Reform high school in
Székelyudvarhely (Odorheiu Secuiesc)
Year in school: 12th grade
Age: 18 years old
Post-high school plans: Attend a
University
Favorite courses: English, geography,
biology.
Favorite non-school activities: Reading,
hiking, skiing, and dancing.
What the scholarship is used for: I use the scholarship to
buy school supplies and clothes to start school.
Room and Board: $88 per month; 880 per school year
Transportation: $38 per month; $380 per school year
Books: $25 per school year
Total: $1,285
Personal message: Thanks to the sponsors of the
scholarship. It helps me a lot in paying for school expenses.

KRISTZTINA KELEMEN
School: Unitarian High School in
Szekelykeresztur (Cristuru Secuiesc)
Year in school: 10th
Age: 16 years old
Post-high school plans: Attend a
University.
Favorite courses: German, English,
history, geography.
Favorite non-school activities: Skiing,
dancing, and gymnastics
What the scholarship is used for: I use the scholarship to
buy school supplies and clothes to start school.
Room and Board: Living at home and being driven to
Szekelykeresztur each day.
Transportation: $5 per month; $50 per school year
Books: $20 per school year
TOTAL: $70
Personal message: Thanks to the sponsors of the
scholarship. It helps me a lot in paying for school
expenses.

Submitted by the Partner Church Team: Nadine Keith,
Bob Hess, Dave Olson, Evy Rosser, Ron and Anne
Knapp, Val Murray, Nancy Scott, Kandelyn
Scott, Mary Jo and Mike Stoll, Peter and Sharon
Piehler, Deb and Mike McAtee, and Janet West
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Minister
Frank Rivas
minister@firstuuomaha.org
Director of Religious
Education
Jan Wilson
dre@firstuuomaha.org
Membership Coordinator
Carrie Helmberger
coordinator@firstuuomaha.org
Church Administrator
Catharine Dixon
admin@firstuuomaha.org
Organist
Pat Will
Early Service Pianist
Stan Harper
Choir Director
William Miller
choirdirector@firstuuomaha.org
Choir Accompanist
Elizabeth Kelly
Minister Emeritus
Ronald Knapp
Nursery Coordinator
Jenny Hastings
childcare@firstuuomaha.org
Custodian
Bobby Medrano
Nominating Committee
Mary Thomas, Kim Callaghan,
Molly Dewell, Nadine Keith,
Dave Olson, Carol Ramsey,
Ben Wallace

Meet Our Leaders
Board Members
Jackie Anderegg (President), Alan Vovolka (President-Elect), Sheri Conner,
Joe Schaaf (Secretary), Linda Parker , Kabin Thomas, Floyd Prine, Cy Leise
board@firstuuomaha.org
Trustees of the Capital Trust
Steve Hutchinson (2017), Evelyn Whitehill (2018), Dean Christensen (2019)
Committee on Ministry
Skip Ciulla, Jack Round, Donna Tubach-Davis
Ministry Team Council
Rev. Frank Rivas, Nellie Chenoweth, Alan Vovolka, Diane Withem
mtc@firstuuomaha.org
Ministry Teams and Team Leaders
Archives—Dave Richardson
Black Lives Matter—Rene Harper
Caring—Louise Jeffrey
Chalice Guild—Kay Lynn Goldner
Community Meals—Diane Withem
Fellowship—Judith Wright, Nadine Keith & Nellie Chenoweth
Finance—Walt Jesteadt
Fundraising—Donna Neff
Hope in Action—Kim Dunovan
Hospitality Teams—Carolyn McNamara
House and Grounds—Pierce Carpenter
Membership—Caitlin & Tom Seguin
Neighborhood Ministry—Royal Carleton
Office—Carolyn McNamara
Omaha Together One Community—Janet West
Partner Church—Janet West
Religious Education—Sheri Conner
Social Justice—Lori Schaaf
Women’s Alliance—Nellie Chenoweth
Worship Arts Team—Megan Gustafson
Young Adult Group—Anne Rodriguez
YRUU—Adam Sagert and Caroline Miller

THE FLAME

Deadlines are the 15th of each month.
Word limit: 200. Send submissions to
admin@firstuuomaha.org.

Editor/Designer: Cat Dixon
Proofers: Lana Hammel,
Scott Kemper, Lois Norris,
Debbie Hunsberger
Flame Mailing Team:
Debbie Hunsberger,
Linda Hruska, Kim Callaghan,
Lisa Calhoun

First Unitarian Church
www.firstuuomaha.org
402-345-3039
Newsletter cover photograph by Scott Kemper
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CommUUnity Night
Friday, Dec. 2 at 5:30pm in the
Common Room. See page 4 for details.
Community Meals
Saturday, Dec. 3, offsite. See page 6 for
information.
Teams Meeting
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 2pm in the
Common Room.
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 4 at 11:30am. See page 7.
People’s Film Festival
Monday, Dec. 5 at 7pm in the
Common Room. See page 4 for
details.
BLM Discussion Group
Monday, Dec. 5 at 7pm in the
Whitney Young Room. See page 4.
Examined Life Group
Tuesday, Dec. 6 and 20 at 7pm in the
Merritt Lounge. See page 4 for details.
Holiday Dinner
Saturday, Dec. 10. Reservations
required by Dec. 1st. See page 4.

Sunday Forum: Youth Emergency
Services
Sunday, Dec. 11 at 11:20am in the
Sanctuary. See page 2 for details.
Women’s Alliance
Monday, Dec. 12 at 6:30 in the
Common Room. See page 4 for
information.
Board Meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 7pm in the
Common Room

Church Events
Board Talk Back
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 11:00am in the
Common Room. See page 5 for
information.
First Steps Class
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 11:15am in the
Whitney Young Room. See page 4 for
information.
Sunday Forum: The Child of
Promise: A Pagan Reflects on
Christmas
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 11:20am in the
Sanctuary. See page 2 for details.
Arts & Crafts Night
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 7pm in the
Common Room. See page 4 for
information.
Community Meals
Saturday, Dec. 24, offsite. See page 6
for information.
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Saturday, Dec. 24 at 7pm.
See page 2.
Polyamory Discussion Group
Monday, Dec. 26 at 7pm in the
Common Room
See page 5 for details.
Taoism Discussion Group
Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 6:30pm in the
Common Room. See page 5 for
details.

Recurring…

Flame Deadline
Submit your newsletter articles to
admin@firstuuomaha.org by
Dec. 15 at noon.

Drop In Meditation
Every Tuesday at 8am in the
sanctuary. See page 5.

The Women’s Religious Study
Covenant Group
Thursday, Dec. 15 at 1pm in the
Merritt Lounge. See page 4.

YRUU Meetings
Wednesdays at 7pm in the
Common Room. No meeting on Dec. 21
and Dec. 28.

Young Adult Game Night
Saturday, Dec.17 at 6:30pm in the
Whitney Young Classroom. See page 4
for information.

Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Sanctuary.
Does not meet on Wednesday, Dec. 7
or Wednesday, Dec. 28.

CUUPS Book Study Group
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 8:45am. See page 5
for information.

Lunch with the Minister
Every Thursday at 11:30am in the
Common Room. See page 5. Does not
meet on Dec. 22 or Dec. 29.

Women’s Religious Studies Group
Meets most Thursdays at 1pm in the
Merritt Lounge. See page 5 for
information. Does not meet on Dec. 22
or Dec. 29.
Dungeons & Dragons Group
Meets the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each
month. See page 5.
Bridge Group
Meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each
month. See page 5. Will not meet on
Dec. 25.

Upcoming in January…
AHA Meeting (Agnostics,
Humanists, Atheists)—Formally
known as the Tolerant Atheist Group
Thursday, Jan. 12 at 7pm. See page 5.
This group will not meet in
December.
Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, Jan. 21. See page 5 for
details.

You are invited:

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24 at 7pm
Featuring the First Unitarian Church Choir,
the Early Mornings Risers, a Brass Ensemble,
and organ music by Patricia Will

First Unitarian Church of Omaha
3114 Harney St.
Omaha, NE 68131
www.firstuuomaha.org

